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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


Thousands of Hindu and Non-Hindu visitors from 
different parts of India and abroad come to Orissa 
actuated either with religious sentiments or attracted by 
its archaeological wonders, but they get no reliable infor- 
mation. About twenty years ago when I first published 
a book on Bhubaneswar in Oriya, my idea was to compile 
books on different places of religious, archaeological and 
historical interest in Orissa, though it could not be 
materialised so long. Through the grace of the Lord 
Jagannath, the first volume of -the wonders of Orissu 
series, dealing with Puri is now published, and others 
deuling with (i) Bhubaneswar including Khandgiri and 
Udayagiri, (ii) Sakhigopal, (iii) Konarka, and (iv) 
Yajpur, Cuttack and Kendrapara etc. will follow in due 
course. Inspite of my sincere desire to put more pictures 
of many more interesting places at Puri, I am sorry, 
Icould not owing to present economic conditions, in 
order to avoid excessive price of the publication. Lord 
Jagannath so willing, they will be placed in the next 
edition. If this booklet be of any use to those for whoro 
it is intended, I shall consider my labours rewarded. 


This book is placed at His Holy feet and on His 
Ratnavedi :— 


“Thou created all that is good in this world, 
Thou art our support in this restless material age, 
The true ones find ennoblement in Thee, 
And Thy light guides them to Heaven, 
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Poets and Philosophers draw inspirations from Thee, 
Thou art soul of all goodness, 


All religions spring from Thee, 
We invoke Thy blessings on all.” 


Author. 


Sreepanchami, 
The rst day of February, 1941 


PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


The first edition of this book was printed and pub- 
lished on the ist day of February 1941. The stock 
was soon exhausted by the end of 1941. A _ second 
edition was overdue, .The Indian Historical Records 
Commission and the Indian History Congress had their 
sessions at Cuttack in the last week of December 1949, 
The necessity of a Guide Book to Puri was keenly felt, and 
it was thought expedient.to place one in the hands of 
scholars intending to visit Puri on the occasion. 
In this edition there have been many additions on 


material points. The author expects that this book will 
serve its purpose. 


Author. 
The 23rd December, 1946. _ 
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PURI 


1. Nomenclature. 


Tne holy city of Jagannath, the Lord of the world, 
from ancient times is known by various names—Puri, 
Nilachal, Purusottam, Sreekshetra, Sankha Kshetra, etc. 
During the early days of the British Rule, it was described 
in Government records as the city of Jagannath and the 
Collector of the District was known as the Collector of 
Jagannath. The picture of the conch (sankha) in the 
illustration shows the situation of the different places in 
the town and its surroundings. 


2. Situation. 


The holy city is situated on the north of the Bay of 
Bengal, 2t a distance of 53 miles to the south of the town 
of Cuttack by road and 58 miles by railway. Its distance 
from the Howrah station on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
line is 310 miles. The town is roughly divided into two 
parts, (i) The Balu Khand or the sand-tract along the sea 
coast, (ii) The town proper to the south of the Atharnala 
bridge. Theinhabited portion of Balukhand stretches 
between two holy places—Chakratirtha on the east and 
the Swargadwar onthe west. The Government house 
constructed in 1913 ison the mid-way between the two. 
The town proper includes the area round the temple and 
lies on:both sides of the main road (Badadanda) upto 
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Gundichaghar on the northern extremity. The other 
inhabited portions in the town proper are known as 
sahis. The entire town is bounded on the south by the 
sea, on the west by Pergana Chabiskud, on the north 
and east by Pergana Rahang. The Matia or Bhagabi 
tiver flows on the north and is the line of 
demarcation. The area of the town is roughly about five 
miles in length and vone and a half mile in breadth. 
According to Purusottama Mahatmya the town consisted 
of five kroses or ten miles and lay between the temple of 
Lokanath on the west, Vilweswar on the east, and 
between the sea on the south and the Matia river on the 
north. (1) 


Harichandi Sahi and Baseli Sahi lie to the west, 
Gourbad Sahi on the south-west, Bali Sahi on the south, 
Matimandapa Sahi with Kalikadevi Sahi on the south-east, 
Dolmandap Sahi on east, Kundheibent Sahi on the north- 
east, Markandéswar Sahi on the north. The sahis are 
very thickly populated partsin the town, so also the 
two sides of the Badadanda upto the junction with -the 
Jagannath Trunk Road. 


“The town originally seems to have been built on 
sand and probably extended from the north and west 
towards the road to Cuttack and Ganjam, where 
the Matia river is lined with the largest tanks 
Narendra, Matiani, Markandeya and Sweta Ganga 
Se eee, 


C1) caaia fad aa ager safed | 
famin ate tise azgat gfaad i 
GRANTH AVlAT 
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The process of sand reclamation can still be watched 
in the quarter called Balisahi, the name of which proclaims 
one of the latest addition to the town.” (2) 


During the last thirty years large number of houses 
have been built on the Balukhand area. A portion of 
it belonged to the Government Khasmahal and the rest 
to private persons. They have been leased out by small 
patches at a large premium. It is no doubt the healthiest 
part of the town, but many ofthe houses have become 
infected by diseased persons from outside Orissa. The 
Bengal Nagpur Railway Hotel stands to the east and at 
a short distance from the Puri Railway Station. 


3. Climate. 


Equable temperature is present throughout the year. 
In summer unlike other parts of Orissa, the courts and 
offices do not sit in the morning ; a strong sea-breeze 
blows continuously and keeps the air comfortably 
cool; the air is damp and it becomes most un- 
comfortable, especially in the interior of the town, 
when the breeze stops, The climate varies during rains, 
and becomes invariably damp and uncomfortably hot. 
Many visitors come during the summer and the winter 
for sea-bath. The sea is usually rough in summer and. 
rains. The Nolias, a class of fishermen, are expert 
swimmers and render useful services to bathers in the sea. 


4. Sanctity. 


The religious reverence of Hindoos for holy places 
has been for ages concentrated on the city of Puri, sacred 


(2) District Gazetteer of Puri. 
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to Vishnu known as Jagannath, the Lord of the World. 
Its outlying situation saved it long from Mahomedan 
‘nvasions. On these inhospitable sands of the sea 
Hindu teligion and its beliefs stood triumphant for 
centuries. Here stands the Hindu temple whither 
people flock from all parts of India to worship 
the Great Lord. Here is the Swargadwar or the gate to 
heaven, whither thousands of Hindu believers come to 
have their last sleep lulled by the roar of the eternal 
ocean. ‘The great yarning after the Lord is to some 
extent the outcome of centuries of companionship in 
suffering between the people and their Lord. In every 
disaster of Orissa Jagannath has Lorne His share. In: 
every fight of people before an invading power He has 
been their comrade.’ (3) An instance of itis found in 
the story connected with the expedition of Raja 
Purusottam Dev to Carnat ( Conji Verum ). Padmavati, 
daughter of the Raja of Carnat fell in love with Raja 
Purusottam Dev on a sight, and wanted to marty the 
Jatter, but her father scornfully rejected the proposal, 
considering the Raja to be of low rank, as he 
used to perform the duties of a sweeper on the occasion of 
the Car festival of Lord Jagannath, This resulted in two 
expeditions to Carnat; during the first one Raja 
Purusottam Dev was unsuccessful, but the second one, 
it is believed, was led by Lord Jagannath Himself and 
His brother Balabhadra. The Raja of Carnat was 
defeated and princess Padmavati, otherwise known as 


{3} Hunter’s Orissa, Vol. I. 
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Jagannath with the images of Ganesh and of Sakhigopal 
was taken to the Fort of Barbati at Cuttack, where Sree 
Chaitanya worshipped Sakhigopal during his visit to 
Orissa. 


After the Mahomedan invasion the image of Sakhi- 
opal was removed to Khurda during the time of Raja 
Ramachandra Dev of the Bhoi dynasty (1568—1600A. D.). 
In order to save it from frequent Mahomedan attacks, 
it was again removed to village Rathipur in Khurda 
and thence to Kantalbai near Chilka lake. During the 
Marhatta rule in Orissa, at the instance of Baba Brahma- 
chari, the Marhatta Guru, it was brought down to the 
present temple at Satyabadi. Dr. Rajendralal Mitra was 
not correct, in the light of the recent discovery of facts, 
when he wrote that the idol was brought down to Puri 
and provided with the temple in which we now find it. 
‘it is wrongly asserted by some historians that the present 
temple was constructed after the Khurda rebellion in 
1917. The temple itself does not seem to be so recent. 
Moreover had it been after the British period, con- 


‘semporary records would have been available. 


After the victory, Raja Purusottom Dev ordered his 
minister Bidyacdhar to give Padmavati in marriage to a 
sweeper (Chandal). The minister cleverly kept the girl 
concealed till the date of the next car festival. While 
the Raja was performing the duties of a sweeper (Chhera 
Panhara) in the cars, the minister brought th girl in the 
midst of loud cheers of the pilgrims fzom all parts of 
india and offered her hand to the Raja saying “ Your 
Majesty is the fittest Chandal selected by me as the 
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bridegroom for the girl.” The Raja was outwitted and 
was compelled to marry her. 


5. References in ancient literature. 


The Skanda Puran, the Narada Puran, the Kurma 
Puran, the Padma Puran, the Tantra Yamala, the Brahma 
Yamala, Vayu Puran, the Nursingha Puran, the 
Siva Puran and the Kalika Puran devoted pages to 
describe the sanctity of the place and its presiding deity 
with slight differences here and there they deal with the 
subject in almost similar manner and seen to have been 
based on a common source. 


The Utkal Khanda of the Skanda Puran discusses 
the subject in an elaborate manner. Vishnu, in an 
assembly of the gods in the Naimisa forest ralated the 
importance and sanctity of the place. Brahma, it is said, 
could not provide any speedy method for salvation of 
the beings created by him and approached Vishnu. The 
jatter point out the Nilachala or the Blue Mountain on 
the seashore as His favourite secret abode and 
said = 

“My favourite abode is to the north of the sea: 
and to the south of the Mahanadi. It alone can confer 
all the blessings obtainable from other sacred places of 
pilgrimage combined together. The wise sons of Manu 
who dwell there, enjoy the fruits of all good deeds 
performed by them in their former births: -Now 
Brahma, that none who is of little merit or wanting 
in faith can dwell there. Every strip of the land from. 
mango forest to the shore of the southern sea is most 
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precious, asI shall show you. The blue-hill ( Nilachala ) 
which flourishes on the sea-shore is the most sacred. 
place on earth, accessible with the greatest difficulty, 
even to you. Enveloped with my illussions, it remains, 
unknown even to gods and the demons. Forsaking all 
company | live there ina corporal form. Rising above 
all mutuality and eternity I reside at Purusottama, the 
holy spot which is alike unassailable by creation and 
destruction. Even as you see me here in corporeal 
shape with all my emblems, so will you, Brahma, see me 
there. On that blue hill to the west of the Kalpa tree 
there is a fountain called Rohina. Dwelling near it 
people may see me with their carnal eyes, and washing 
off their sins with its water, attain equality with me.” (4) 





(4) aawat at asmenrg fat | 
a yeu: ulaeai fe aaate wane: 1 
da @ aaa awa faaafea qaqea: | 
Walt Halaly Gari wa atfara: 
MAGE WAAR AT-wart afa ays | 
Vala Arad ataefaay efaatt a 1 
oztq eae an wae ofalfaar | 
faagat qaiawa usa ale aaa: |) 
fast wif ate aa aia gem a | 
guguut gas miaatewign we | 
aauy oftaa—aa facifa Seuq 1 
airat afar add gauraa | 
SUN Aaa Ala Ad F Gaga || 
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Puri and its presiding deity Jagannath have formed 
the theme of various rich literature in Indian and in 
English dialect. No Indian divinity has a more unenvi- 
able notoriety in English literature than Jagannath. The 
early Christian missionaries depicted Him as the most 
cruel and horrible diety, revolting to every sense of 
humanity. [In fact never was opprobrium more unjustly 
cast on an inoffensive object than in this instance and 
none merited it the less. In works of history, travel, 
Indian art and architecture Jagannath and His temple 
form a prominent subject of discourse. 

In Oriya language following books are available on 
the subject :— 


(i) Niladrimahodaya by Mahadev Das. 

(ii) Bedha Parikrama. 
(iii) Kshetra Mahatmya. 
{iv) Bedhabula. 

(vy) Deula Tola by Dina Krishna Das. 

(vi) Sree Gundicha Bije. 
(vii) Martya Baikuntha by Bansidhar Mahanty. 


ama oaia aaa cagatle fafsa | 

tet da Waa gaa at foatag i 

aaNet yfe HaAN-Ta-eAa: | 

aren -fefa aq Utet-ara fa-gd i 

at faquat at qaa-aza Tear 

AUR AANA WA-AYSI ATTY? 
,Feaaa AST 
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(viii) Sree Hare Krushna Mahatab, the Prime 
Minster of Orissa, has devoted pages to 
Jagannath in his History of Orissa. 


6. Routes to Puri. 


(i) Water-route. 

In the 17th Century A. D. the Province of Orissa 
“was accessible by three main routes. The northern 
part of it was reached by ports of Pipili on the 
Subarnarekha river, and Balasore by the Budabalang 
river, and Cuttack by a circuitous route from Dhamrha 
tiver via Patamundai upto which place, sloops and brigs 
used to come with Government and other stores. In 
1819 A. D. the British authorities affected improvements 
in communication by sea by placing officers at Manik- 
patna. The Light House at False Point was commenced 
from 1819 A. D. but after a good deal of difficulties, the 
first light was lic on the 24th May, 1826 A. D., but its 
object of improving commercial prosperity of the country 
was never achieved, rather the establishment of the 
Government salt monopoly was a fatal blow to the 
private export trade which formerly existed. 


(ii) Air route. 

From Airport of Dum Dum in Calcutta one may fly 
to Bhubaneswar, wherefrom Puri can be reached either 
by road or by train. 

(ii) From Cuttack over the Kathjuri river, a 
Pucca bridge is under constuction. The bridve Som 
Bhubaneswar over the Gangua river is already complete 
since the beginning of 1949. By the beginning of 1951, 
it is expected, Puri will be easily moterable from Cuttack. 
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Prior to the British conquest in 1808 A. D. there 
were no roads in the real sense of the term, bisides a. 
few fair-weather cart-tracks without bridges and without 
proper ferry arrangements for crossing the rivers; they: 
passed, however for the most part over high ridges of 
uncultivated land and were thus more practicable than. 
they would be at the present day, when cultivation has. 
been so enormously extended. The traffic from the 
South to Cuttack passed along the eastern shore of the 
Chilka between it and the sea, to Puri and thence 
followed exactly the line of the present Jagannath road. 
It passed through Khurda along the Ganjam road, the old 
route being abandoned to Nulias and antelopes. Another 
line from Puri passed through Cuttack, Padmapur,. 
Arakpur, Barambardah to Yajpur and thence to Bhadark. 
through Dhamnagar. Thence the line followed as nearly 
as possible that of the present road. It was not, however 
until 1804-05 that this line waz adopted. The former 
route was through the States of Nilgiri and Mourbhanj. 
In passed in many places through dense forests full of 
wild animals and dacoits ; to put them down the Mughal 
and Marhatta governors used ro grant land rent-free 
on condition of their being reclaimed. 


The construction of Jagannath road was taken up in 
1811, but it was not completed until 1826 A.D. The 
greater part of the earth-work between Cuttack and: 
Puri was completed in 1813, but it did not become: 
passable until 1817, Late Maharaja Sukhamoy Ray of 
Calcutta contributed a sum of one laksh and half for the 
benefit of the Bengali pilgrims visiting the temple of 
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Jagannath, and in many of the bridges in different 
languages his name has been engraved. Serais or shelter 
houses were built at Bhadrak, Akhuapada, Balasore, 
Basta and Rajghat to accommodate pilgrims. 


The isolation of Orissa, however, from other parts 
of India did mot however attract the attention 
of the British authorities until 1866 A. D. when 
the great Orissa famine broke out. The famine 
commissioner described the isolated state of the country 
in following terms :— 

“The whole province is geographically isolated to 
an excessive degree. To the north and north-west the 
hill tracts merge into countries more hilly, wild and 
inaccessible, by which they are separated effectually from 
Central and Nothern India. On the other side the 
mature of the coast and the sea is such as effectually to 
stop all native traffic for the major part of the year. 
With one exception—False point—there is no protected 
anchorage of any kind, and that exception may be said 
to be, in some sense almost a recent discovery» Such 
being the difficulties on either side of the length of. 
Orissa, the only ordinary mode of communication with 
the outside world was by the route traversing its length. 
That, however, is so much intersected by the streams 
already mentioned, and has been hitherto so little: 
rendered practicable by art, that itis comparatively little 
used by wheeled carriages; pack-bullocks still predomi- 
mate at all times, in the rainy season when wheeled 
traffic is quite impracticable, and when the zains are 
heavy, even pack-bullocks cannot be used, At this day- 
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‘the European officers who cannot obtain a special 
steamer must find his way into Orissa, slowly and tedi- 
ously, as ancient officers may have travelled in the days 
of Asoka, and the very pest takes several days between 
-Calcutta and Cuttack.” 

(iv) Railway. 

With the extension of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
line, its isolation was broken, and regular traffic was 
established. The main line. of the Bengal Nagput 
Railway between Calcutta and Madras was gradually 
.opened between 18€9 anc 1879. From Khurda Road a 
branch line was opened to Puri on the lst February, 1897. 
We give below a chronological list of different branch 
lines in Orissa, 


Ist February 1893 _—......~Jharsuguda to Sambalpur. 


Ist February 1897 The Puri Branch line from 
Khurda Road to Puri. 
Ist April 1900 The Parlakhemidi light 
Railway from Naupada to 
Parlakhemidi. 
.20th January 1905 Mourbhanj light Railway 
from Rupsa to Baripada 
15th July 1920 From Baripada to Talband. 
.20th January 1927 Cuttack to Talcher. 
17th November 1929 ... Parlakhemidi to Varanasi. 
16th December, 1931 Varanasi to Gunpur. 


The District Board maintains roads the length of 
which is 351 miles, of which 134 are metalled- 148 miles 


of village roads are also maintained by the Local ’ 
Boards. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Puri 13° 


The Public Works Department maintains the 
Jagannath Road and the Cuttack-Ganjam Road, a 
metalled high way of about 70 miles in the district passing 
through the whole of Khurda subdivision. The 
Jagannath Road and the Ganjam-Cuttack Road are oper: 
to motor traffic from December to June; during the rains 
the cars are held up by the river in flood. The two main 
roads are connected together by the Pipili-Khurda and 
Patnaikia-Khurda Roads. The former is 14 miles long 
and leaves the Jagannath Road at Pipili, and runs due 
west through Khurda Road station to Khurda, and the 
latter takes off at Patnaikia, 15 miles from Puri, and 
runs north-west through Jagdalpur and accross the 
Baruni Pass. Both of these roads are metalled and are 
interrupted by the Daya river, which is fordable in the 
hot weather and is crossed by a ferry in the rains. There 
are ten ferries under the supervision of the District 
Board and Local Board, besides the 157 privately owned 
ferries scattered throughout the district. During the 
dry seasons, fair weather roads are constructed on river- 
beds either by lessees under the District Board or under 
Zamindars owning the river beds. The illiterate cartmen 
and even motor owners are at times subjected to serious 
harassment and extortion at the hands of such lessees . 
owing to absence of effective control. 

Owing to the difficulty of landing in the high 
way the passenger-traffic as well as trade is very limited. 
During rains there is a gcod deal of traffic and trade in 
the rivers Kusabhadia, Da: and Bhargavi. The Ganjam 


traders usually bring their -=.ats and loads of bamboo 
through the Chilka lake, 
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7. Pilgrim Tax. 


In connection with the ancient and modern route 
to Puri, we propose to make a passing reference to the 
history of pilgrim tax. Theold route for pilgrims of 
upper provinces lay through Mourbhanj and Nilgiri and 
the Rajas realised from pilgrims taxes on their own 
account, The Marhatta Government had established its 
collecting stations at different places between Khunta 
Ghat on the borders of the Mourbhanjterritory and the 
Atharnala bridge on the north of Puri. The Tahasil- 
darsin charge of collections used to practise various 
kinds of oppressions on the pilgrims. Different kinds of 
rates were fixed by the Government, but they were more 
followed in their breach than in observance. Pilgrim 
tax was a good-source of income to the Government. 
The Pilgrims brought in the company of Pandas had not 
to pay anything direct, as the Pandas were held respon- 
sible for such pilgrimse The Pandas in their turn used 
to collect from the pilgrims at the time of their going 
round the Lord’s throne. The proceeds of such fee were 
often misappropriated by the Pandas, During the Mogul 
Government the income from this source reached nine 


lakhs, but during the Marhatta rule it came down to two 
Jakhas. 


“In 1805, after the British conquest the tax was 
reimposed, rules and regulations were passed from time to 
time for proper control of its realisation. Between 1806 
and 1814 the realisation varied from Rs. 40,000/- to 
2 lakhs and odd. By Act X of 1840 the pilgrim tax was 
abolished and the temple authorities were prohibited to 
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impose any tax on pilgrims for entrance into the 
temple. 


For sanitary arrangement of the town tax in the’ 
‘interest of the pilgrims, a tax known as terminal tax is 
realised through the Railway authorities after the report 
of the All India Pilgrims Committee (1915). This contri- 
bution by the Railway company to the Puri Municipality 
is one of its important sources of income and this has 
made it possible for the Puri Municipality to open water 
works in the town. 


8. The legend of Jagannath. 


In the earliest stage of its existence Puri was a forest 
‘having the Blue Hill ( Nilachala ) in the centre, with an 
all-bestowing Kalpadruma (tree) on its brow, the sacred 
fountain of Rohina to the west, and on its side an 
inimitable image of Vishnu in Sapphire. It was named 
Nilamadhava. Its existence was reported to Raja 
Indradyumna, a prince of the Solar dynasty, who reigned 
in Avanti in Malava. He sent out Brahminsin different 
directions in search for the deity; all returned except 
Vidyapati who had gone to'the East. He-travelled for 
three months before he reached the country of Savars, 
an aboriginal tribe. There he dwelt in the house of a 
‘fowler named Viswabasu. The fowler used to go to 
jungles every day to offer flowers and fruits in secret. 
One day being moved by the prayer of his daughter with 
him he took the Brahmin with his eyes blind-fold, so that 
he might behold the Lord in the holy place and that he 
‘should not know the way thither. The Brahmin secretly 
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took a bag of mustard seed, dropped it on the way tilf 
lhe reached theshrine. There he beheld Lord Jagannath 
in the form of a blue stone image at the foot of the all- 
bestowing Kalpadruma. The Brahmin saw a crow falling 
there to achieve eternal bliss, but a voice from heaven 
cried—‘“Hold Brahmin, first carry to thy king the good 
news that thou hast found the Lord of the World.” 
The fowler returned with flowers and fruits collected and 
spread them out before the image, but alas, the god would 
not come according to his wont, to partake of the 
offering. Only a voice was heard saying—“Oh faithful 
servant, | am worried of thy jungle flowers and fruits and 
crave for cooked rice and sweets. No longer thou shalt 
see me in the form of thy Blue God. Hereafter ] shall 
be known as Jagannath, the Lord of the World.” The 
Brahmin was kept captive for a long time but at last moved 
by the tears of his daughter, theSawar allowed him to'depart.. 
The Brahmin returned to tell the king his discovery, 
The king rejoiced at the good news and started with a 
large army of wood-cutters to find out the blue image of 
the Lord, but the Lord was angry at the king’s pride, and 
a voice was heard from heaven “O King, thou shalt 
indeed build my temple, but me thou shalt not behold.” 


The blue image had disappeared already. In bitter 
disappointment, the king performed certain penance, 
in order to propitiate the god, and then heard a voice 
from heaven saying that if he offered a thousand 
Aswamedha sacrifices, he would be blessed by the sight 
of Vishnu, in the shape, not of blue image, but of a log 
cf wood with certain marks on it. Sacrifices were 
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performed. The deity appeared in the form of a log of 
wood floating in the sea. It was brought to Jand and 
installed with great ceremony in the enclosure, where 
the sacrifices had been performed. It is identified to be 
the present site where the great temple now stands. 


The king collected all carpenters in the country to 
fashion the loginto an image of Lord Jagannath, but 
when they put their chisels on the wood, they broke into 
pieces. At last the Lord appeared in disguise of an.old 
carpenter and gaveout his name as Ananta Maharana 
and promised to make the image within twenty-one days. 
He was<shut up in a room withthe log of wood. Before 
the expiry of the allotted time, the king grew anxious, 
as no sound was heard from within, and opened the 
door, but found nobody in, but three unfinished 
images. The king Indradyumna waited for several 
centuries for Brahma to come down and consecrate 
the temple. In the meantime a new king rulcd over 
the land. The claim of Indradyumna was resisted by 
force. by the new tuler, but there was reconciliation 
when peaceful purpose of the former was given out. 
The images were brought in cars and placed on the 
throne and consecrated by Brahma. 


From this account no historical infersrce can be 
drawn except that the place where the great temple now 
stands was at one time inhabited by non-Aryan races 
totally umaffected by the Brahminical influences of 
nottnern Ladia. 
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9, Buddhism and Jagannath. 

The second period of the history of Puri dates front 
the advent of Buddhism in Orissa in the 5th century 
B. C. to its decline in the 5th century A.D. There is no 
systematic record of the history of the period, and those 
available from Buddhistic sources aie obscure and 
unsatisfactory. After a lapse of 1000 years since the death 
of Buddha, with the reign of Yayati Kesari, there was a 
revival of Hinduism. The account given in the 
Madalapanji is equally mystic and unsatisfactory in this 
respect. 

Tre has been a fashion with many of the antiquarians 
to attribute Buddhistic origin to Jagannath and His 
worship, which only exhibits their lack of information 
about Hindu system of worship. They imagine the 
Buddhist triad viz., Buddha, Dharma and Sangha to 
have been represented by Jagannath, Balabhadra an2 
Subhadra the three Hindu deities. Sir W. W. Tlunter 
writes :— Jagannath represents with unmistakable clear- 
ness, that coaligion of Brahman and Buddhist doctrines, 
which forms the basis of Vishnu worship. In this remple 
are thrae rude images unconsciously representing the 
Brahminical triad. His Car Festival is probably an 
unconscious reproduction of the Tooth Festival of the 
Buddhists, although its original significance is dropped 
out of sight. The Chinese pilgrim Fahian gives an 
account of the yearly procession of Buddha’s sacred 
tooth from its chapel to a shrine some way off and of 
jts return after a stay there. This was in the fifth 
century. A-D., but the account applies so exactly to 
the Car Festival of Jagannath at the present day, that’ 
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Ferguson pronounces the latter to be merely a copy. 
‘A similar festival is still celebrated with great rejoicing 
in Japan. Asin India in the procession of Jagannath, 
the Japanese use three cars and Buddha sits in his temple 
together with two other figures, like the Jagannath 
Triad of Orissa.” (5). 


Buddhism, however, it may be remembered, is an 
offshoot of Hindu religion which originally conceived 
three principal deities—Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswar. 
The idea of Tri-Ratna had its source from Hinduism, 
Since Vedic age the three Hindu deities Brahma, the 
creator, Vishnu, the preserver and Siva, the destroyer, 
are worshipped. A child in Orissa, while beginning to 
learn Oriya alphabets, some of which are a bit circulas 
‘in shape, is made to draw three circles representing the 
above three deicie: 


The abolition of che distinction of caste and use of 
Mahaprasad or cooked food offered to the Lord are 
further arguments advanced in support of the Buddhist 
origin of Jagannath, the low class Brahmans known ag 
Swaras, who claim their descent from Viswavasu Savara, 
thaving been placed in charge of the kitchen of the Lord. 
‘But similar practice of low class-Brahmans are worshipp- 
ing Siva and other deitims in the Temple of Lingaraj 
im Bhubaneswar and many other temples in Orissa. 


Though in later years the caste distinction was very 
‘sharp in the Hindu community, it was not so in ancient 
times. In the Naimisa forest when the Brahmin. sages 


(5) Sir W. W. Hunter's “Indian Empire.” 
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had assembled and Suta reached there, he was shown: 
all reverence in spite of his being a Sudra. The ancient 
Hindu society did not respect a man for his high birth, 
but for his high qualities. Instances of this are not rare. 
Suta was respected as he was very learned and could 
narrate the Bhakti cult of Sreemad Bhagabat. In the 
Sreemad Bhagabad Geeta, Srikrushna taught that in the 
eyesof a wise man, a learned and humble Brahmin, 
a cow and an elephant have no higher position thar. 


that of a dog or a Chandal. (6) 


In the Ramayan we come across the story of a 
Savar woman offering fruits which she had already tasted 
and which bore the mark of her teeth. Rama, =. 
Kshetriya prince, took the fruits and gladly ate them, 
in spite of they having been partly eaten by the Savar 
woman. 


In ancient Oriya literature mention is made of 
Jagannath as Boudhavatar; but of the ten incarna- 
tions of the Divinity, Boudhavatara precedes the Kalki 
Avatar or the renth revelation of the God. 


Puri is identified by some writers as Dantapura, but 
there are good grounds for doubting this viey. A 
tradition, however, lingers that many centuries ago 2 
large Buddhist stupa stood on a sand-hill on the present 
site of Puri and another smaller one, twelve miles away 
at what is now known as Satyabadi. A few miles to the 
north of the larger stupa a wide river ran inio the sea, 


» 





(6) fran fara aaa sai aavfct, 
Bava waka afeea: cues: | 
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which here carved into a bay, but gradually the sea 
receded and the land silted up. The stupa fell into 
ruins and eventually king Indradyumna built a temple 
on the platform on which it had stood. This tradition 
tallies with the legendary account given above. 


On the other hand there are weighty reasons for 
tejecting the theory of Buddhistic origin. The legend 
-of Buddha’s tooth relic is after all only a legend, the 
nistorical basis of which has not been proved and it 
is very doubtful whether Dantapura, the city of the 
Tooth, can be identified with Puri. Modern scholars 
hold that the town of Dantapura of the Mahabharat 
and the capital of Kalinga should with greater 
probability be identified with Pliny’s Dandagula near 
the Godavari river; and it is noticeable that no mention 
-of Puri town or Purushottam Kshetra has been found 
in any works older than some of the latest Purans. 
Again the similarity between the form of the image and 
the Buddhistic symbols of an open Trisula on a wheel, 
though curious, is not convincing, for such symbol of 
Saivism and the wheel of Vaisnavism, at least the 
anthropoid development of the Trisula is sufficient to 
account for the modern triple image, though it is also 
possible that they are imitations of crude images originally 
set up by the aboriginal Savaras. At Mukhalingam in 
the Ganjam District there is a large temple of Siva, 
called Mukhalingeswar to which is ascribed a connection 
with Savaras similar to that given in the legend about 
Jagannath. As regards the Car Festival, it is naticeable 
chat cars are used not only in Puri for Jagannath, but 
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also in Bhubaneswar for Lingaraj and in Yajpur for 
goddess Biraja, and also in many temples in the south. 
Moreover the procession of cars of the gods is mentionect 
in one of the Asoka’s edicts and is probably 
pre-Buddhistic. Stikrushna’s visit to Mathura in proces- 
sion with his brother Balaram, Akrura acting as the 
charioteer is too well known in Hindu mythology; the car 
procession can not therefore be said to prove the 
Buddhist origin. 

The eating of Mahaprasad by all castes from the 
same plate- is acustom also found in Bhubaneswar and 
outside Orissa, while the substitution of Jagannath for 
Buddha as the ninth Avatara is purely local, Balaram 
and Krushna being substituted in other instances. 
Lastly,one of the strongest arguments is the finding 
of relics, can be traced to the Vedic period as a very 
old custom and the oldest Buddhist work; the 
Mahanirvana Sutta describes the cremation and erection 
of funeral monuments over the ashes of Buddha 
himseilf-but this is a. very doubtful theory. Whatever 
may be the origin of Jagannath, icis certain that in the 
eyes of his true believers, He is the Lord of the world. 


10. Construction of the Temple of Jagannath, 


The early years of the post-Buddhist or Vaisnavite 
period of the history. of Jagannath has been mystified, but 
since the 12th century A. D. the Madalapanji, in spite of 
its recording many irrelevant matters gives considerable 
assistance to the later ‘historians. With the decline of 
Sivite princes of the Kesari dynasty, the Ganga kings with: 
strong Vaisnavite leaning came to power, They ruled the 
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country for about four centuries, a period fertile in great 
names and events of importance and which formied the 
most brilliant and interesting chapter of the history of 
Orissa. 


Ananta Varman Choda Ganga Dev, populariy 
known as Chora Ganga was the most powerful ruler of the: 
time and reigned from 1042to 1112 A.D. His nime is 
connected with Chudangasahi in the town of Puri and 
Chudangadaha (tank) in killa Patia and Sarangagarh on 
the southern bank of the river’ Kathjuri opposite to the 
town of Cuttack, and the Gangeswar temple in Yajpur. 
The temple chronicles cf Puri recorded several rulers of 
considerably less importance intervening between the 
eventful career of Chola Ganga Dev and Ananga Bhima 
Dev (1189-1223 A. D.). 


Raja Ananga Bhima Dev, the Firoz Shah of the age 
from the number and variety of public works constructed 
under his orders for the benefit or ornamentation of his 
kingdom was repentant for the sin of killing a Brahman, 
and for expiation, he undertook various public works and 
Alled the whole Kshetra of Jagannath with sacred edifices 
and the Great Temple was erected by his orders under the 
supervision of Nilakantha Rajguru Mahapatra Parama- 
hansa Bajpei at a cost of 1[5,00,000 marhs (7) of gold. 
Sterling puts it at forty to fifty lakhs of rupees. Hunter 
gives the following account :— 


In the midst of his grandeur Ananga Bhima 
Dev. was struck down by .a great 
meee 


(7) One Marh=half tola =Rs, 9-4-0. 


calamity. He 
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unhappily slew a Brahman and the rest of his life 
became one of grand expiation of sine Tradition relate 
that he built sixty stone temples to the gods, bridged 
ten broad rivers, dug forty great wells and encased them 
with solid masonry, constructed one hundred and fifty 
two flights of stairs on the river banks as bathing places 
and points of transit, founded four hundred and fifty 
colonies (sasins) of Brahmans upon lands granted out of 
toyal demesne and excavated one million of tanks to 
protect the crops of the husbandmen. To him Lord 
Jagannath appeared in a dream and commanded him to 
journey to the sands of Puri and there to call on his 
name; so thekingin the 12th year of his reign journeyed 
to Putiand offered his prayers. He consulted his vassals 
and chief officersand addressed them at great length 
on the propriety of re-erecting the temple which 
ne had in contemplation. So the great temple of 
Jagannath was built, as it now stands, all the chiefs 
and princes applauding the king’s speech; gold and 
jewels to the value of a million and a half measures were 
set apart for the work being estimated at half a million 
sterling in the money of our time. Fourteen years the 
artists laboured and the temple was finished in 


1198 A. D. (8). 


Dr. Rajendralal Mitra quoted with approval the 
above account based on the Madalapanji and rejected 
the one given in the history of Puri by Babu Braja 
Kisore Ghose, who according to Dr. Mitra, brought no 
other qualification for the task than a knowkedge of 








ee 
- --— 


(8) Hunter’s History of Orissa Vol. I 
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routine figures acquired by his connection with the office 
of the Puri Collectorate of which he was the head clerk. 
The father of Raja Ananga Bhima Dev was the first to 
pay his attention to the Puri “Temple. Gangeswat Dev 
was followed in the sovereignty of Orissa by his son 
Kamadev Dev, who had his nickname of Ekjata, on 
account of a lock of matted hair on his head. He 
pulled down the old temple at Puri and commenced to 
build a new one. His reign, however, was limited to 
five years and he did not live long to finish the work he 
had undertaken. His eldest son Madhu Madhav Dev 
reigned only for four years and erected the temple of 
Alainath at a distance of eight miles from Puri. He 
died before considerable progress in the construction of 
the temple cf Jagannath was made On his brother 
Ananga Bhima Dev the task devolved. 

Though the temple of Jagannath existed at Puri for 
‘centuries, it does not appear to have received royal 
‘patronage of the Sivite Kings of the Kesari line. Chola 
‘Ganga Dev, the firsts King of the Ganga Dynasty con- 
ceived the idea of pulling down the old dilapidated 
temple of Jagannath and erectinga new one. He pro- 
bably erected a part of it which in course of time was 
burried under sand. None of his successors took it 
up until Ananga Bhima Dev completed it between 
1189-1223 A. D. 

A copper plate grant has been discovered in 1949 
from a village Nagari in the district of Cuttack. This 
relates to a grant of land by Raja Ananga Bhima Dev in 
favour of Brahmins who had taken part in the 
consecration ceremony of the Temple of Lord Jagannath. 
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The copper plate mentions the time (Sakabde Chandresu" 
Rudraganite) which means the Saka era of 1146 corres- 
ponding to 1224 A.D. The Tempte might have been 
completed in 1223 A. D. and soon after the consecratior: 
land grant might have been made in favour of thos> who 
had taken part in the ceremony. (9) Amongst the list of 
grantees Pandit Sankarsan Nand of Karnagar got 30 batis 
of land,’ Rudrapani Dikhit 10 batis, Somapal Sarma: 
5 batis, Chandrakar Sarma 2 batis andso on. Lands 
were granted also to those who had blown the conch, 
had supplied sandal paste, silk cloths and other articles. 


The temple of Jagannath consists of a suite of four 
buildings standing in a line with chambers opening one 


into another. Proceeding from the east to the west, 
they are :— 


(i) Bhogamandap or the hall of offerings, where 


Chhatrabhog and offerings made by Maths and other 
persons are presented, 


(ii) The Jagamohan or Natamandir or dancing hall. 


(iii) The Mukhasala ot the audience hall, where the 
pilgrims assemble to look at the Lord. 


(iv) The Bada Deul or the inner sanctuary of 
Jagannath surrounded by a lofcy conical! tower. 


The temple annals supply a fairly complete list of 
original structures within the compound. The temole of 
Bimala to the west of the main temple of Jagannath and 
temple of Lakshmi to its north-west were built also 





ee eee 





(9) Khanagar at Cuttack might be the corruption of 
Karnagar. 
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during the reign of Ananga Bhima Dev. The Jagamohan 
(dancing hall}, the Bhogamandap (offering hall) were not 
constructed along with the main temple and its Mukha- 
sala ( audience hall) The Bhog Mandap with the inner 
enclosure was built during the time of Raja Purushottam 
Dev who reigned from 1465 to 1495 A.D. The date of 
construction of the dancing ha'‘l, though uncertain, it 
was probably built during the reign of Raja Prataprudra 
Dev (1495 to 1532 A. D.) or Govinda Bidyadhar Dev, his 
successor (1534 to 1541 A.D.) According to an inscription 

yneat the eastern door of the Bhog Mandap discovered 

‘by the Utkal University, the time of its construction 
may safely be placed in Saka era 1396 corresponding to 
1474 A. D. 

The present kitchen was probably built by contribu- 
tions from the public, under the supervision of Govinda 
Mohapatra, the then Chief Minister of Raja Dibyasingh 
Dev. Formerly the Mahaprasad was used to be cooked 
in a room close ta the temple, but it was too small for 
the purpose and caused nuisance by smoke entering into 
the temple. The present kitchen is connected with the 
temple by a covered passage and the offerings are safely 
carried to the temple without being touched ky strangers. 
The sanitary arrangement in the kitchen is not at ai! 
satisfactory. It requires immediate repair aiso, to which 
the Superintendent of the temple should pay attention. 

For some time after the erection of the temple no nece- 
ssity for the repair was felt, and nothing was made besides 
slight touching up of breaks and accidental injuries, 
but subsequent .damages caused by muslim raiders 
rendered thorough repairs unavoidable. During the reign: 
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of Prataprudra Dev (1495-1532 A.D.) the temple was 
plastered and white-washed. Narasingha Dev repeated 
the operation in 1647 A. D- During the ‘reign of 
Harekrishna Dev (1715 to1720 A.D.) thorough repairs 
were made after the Mahomedan assaults Fifty years 
later the Rani of Virakishore Dev caused the fourth 
‘general repairs. After every Mahomedan attack white- 
washing was made for the purpose of purification, but the 
frequent repetition of it completely ruined the art of the 
temple. Besides the damage done by the Musalmans, 
a hurricane once blew down the wheel (Chakra) at the 
top of the temple and was replaced during the reign of 
“Raja Ramchandra Dev of Khurda (1868) ; the wheel again 
fell dcwn and was replaced during the reign of Dibya- 
singha DevIin 1715 A. D. 

In 1938 Seth Ramkumar Bangar of No. 65 Bansatala 
‘Street, Calcutta undertook the repair of the Temple of 
Jagannath and other deities. He very rightly selected 
Stee - Gadadhar Ramanuj Das, Mahanta Maharaj of 
Emar Math to entrust him with his generous contribution 
for the work. A good deal of repairs have already been 
made under his supervision ‘and uptill now about 
Rs, 40,000 have already been spent. It will not be out 
of place to mention here the generous contributions 
amounting to Rs. 84,000 and Rs. 2,500 respectively made 
by Mahanta Maharaj himself for the repair of the 
Narendra and Swetaganga tanks. 


11, Mahomedan attacks on the Temple 
The fabulous account of riches of the temple of 
jagannath had spread far and wide inducing the 
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Mahomedan Governors of Bengal from time to time 
to continue their raids against it; some of the icono- 
clasts were also prompted by their perverse religious 
zeal to attack Hindu temples. The earliest raid on the 
record was by General Hussain Shah of Bengal in 
15C9 A.D. The priests hadtimely intimation to remove 
the images ina boat to a place near the Chilka lake 
The disappointed General, in his rage, broke down many 
other images and structures in the temple ; on the return 
of Raja Prataprudra Dev from the South the 
Mahomedan General retreated. 

The next attack that followed about sixty years after: 
(1563 A. D.) was more disastrous, when Illahabad 
popularly known as Kalapahad, a convert to Islam raided 
Orissa, In spite of differences in details, all histofians 
agree on the main story of ravages caused by him. He 
was a Brahman of very charming appearance to whom 
the princes of Goud was married. On his conversion, he 

ecame a relentless persecutor of Hindu faith. The 
sound of his “wonder-working kettle drum” deprived 
the Hindu deities of their limbs. In fact he damaged 
many of them in almost every part of Orissa. The 
priests of the temple of Jagannath removed the images 
to Parikud and concealed them again near the Chiika 
lake. Kalapahad however, traced them out and remov- 
ed them to the Ganges, where they were thrown into fire. 
Immediately his limbs dropped off and he petished 
miserably. The image cf Jagannath was saved by a 
by-stander, who threw it into water. Bisar Mahanty, a 
faithful votary followed the half-burnt image as it 
floatea down the stream and at last extracted the sacred’ 
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part of it (Brahma) and secretly deposited it with a 
Khandait of Kujang. Raja Ramchandra Dev of Khurda 

-.tecovered it and put it in a new image. 

In subsequent years the images had to be removed 
from the temple, when the Rajas of Khurda were in 
charge. They were removed four times during the reign 

-of Purusottam Dev ( 1598-1621 ), twice during the reign 

of Mukund Dev (1621-1644 ), once in the reign of Dibya- 
singha Dev (1592-1719) and once again in the reign of 
Ramchandra Dev (1731-1742). 

Two Mahomedan Governors looted che temple 
finds, and another came down co Pipili with the same 
intention bat was induced co wichdraw : with the change 
of Governors, cvery new insumbenc tried to get as much 
as possible out of the temple funds ; failing to satisfy their 
greed, they exhibited their zeal in damaging the temple. 
The Mahomedan Governors: rajsed ennually nine lacs of 
rupees ( sica ) from the cemple*ither by vranting license 
for the worship in the temple or by imposition of tax on 


Joe Dilotims, 


* 
va 


Connection of the Raja of Khurda with 
the temple. 


1 
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The connection of the Raja of Khurda with the 
‘zemple dates back to 1590 A. D. when Raja Man Singh 
conquered Orissa. Raja Ramchandra Dey of the Bhoi 
-dynasty was selected as the Superintendent of the temple: 
his descendants continued as such till the 18th ecinkice: 
when the Raja was ousted by a muslim Deputy Poveinec 
The internal management of the temple was so aitich 
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interfered with that the priests left the temple and con- 
.cealed the images in a cave near the Chilka lake. During 
this time many of the Brahmins of the Puri Sasans left 
‘their hearth and home and proceeded northwards and 
-settled in other districts of Orissa and in the States. On 
the occupation of Orissa by Alivardi Khan, the Marhattas 
‘managed the temple without the Superintendent. On the 
occupation of Orissa by the British, the right cf the 
‘Superintendent was not recognised till 1809. 


43, The temple during the Marhatia Rule. 


The Marhattas, as Hindu rulers, lefc the temple 
undisturbed: tarher they encouraged the wozship by 
providing rich eicdowmenrs: In 1755 A. gular 
payment was sanctioned ; an esrate yieldins an 2 nual 
income of Rs. 27,000 known as Satais Hazaci Mab! was 
-granied. During the last two years of their their 
total contribution amounted to Rs. 75,000. 


14. Temple during the “Sritish Rel. 


In 1803 Lord Wellestey issued the following inscruc- 
tions to Lieutenant Colonel Cambell, who was in charge 
-of the British troops deputed to Orissa, for his dealings 

with the priests of the temple cf Jagannath. 

“On your arrival at Jagernaut you will employ every 
“possible precaution to preserve the respect due to- the 
-Pagoda and to the religious prejudices cf the Brahmins 
and pilgrims. You will furnish the Brahmins with such 
guards as shall afford perfect security to their persons, 
tites and ceremonials, and to the sanctity of the religious 
edifices, and you will strictly enjoin those you command 
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to observe your orders on this important subject with the 
utmost degree of accuracy and vigilance. 

“The Brahmans are supposed to derive considerable 
profits from the duties levied on pilgrims ; it will not 
therefore ‘be advisable at the present moment to 
interrupt the system which prevails for the collection of 
those duties. 

“You will assure the Brahmans at the Pagoda of 
Juggernaut, that they will not be required to pay any 
other revenue or tribute to the British Government than 
that which they may have been in the habit of paying 
to the Maratha Government, and that they will be 
protected in the exercise of their religious duties ” 


For the first few years following the system of the 
Marhattas, the Company’s Government made contribu- 
tions to meet the deficit amount inthe expenses of the 
Temple. From a letter dated the 19th December, 1807 
addressed by Mr. G. W. Webb, the Collector to Sir 
George Barlow Baronet K. B., the President of the 
Board of Revenue, Bengal, the following information we 
get as the different heads of income at the time. 


(i) Collection from the pilgrims at the Atharnala 
bridge for which the Daroga accounted to the Sevaks. 


( ii } Collections made by the Sevaks themselves from. 
the same source. 


( iii ) Income derived from the lands assigned in the 
Sataish Hazari Pergana. 


~ (iv) Charges payable by the Raja of Daspalia as an 
honour. The Raja supplies timbers for construction of. 
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cars. After the treaty, the Raja of Daspalla left them at 
Cuttack and the Parichha of the temple carried them to 
puri. 

(v) Income out of the Mohun Bhog. ‘The motner 
of Raghuji Bhonsala allotted Pergana Kodhar for the 
purpose and granted the same to Mahatma ‘Joyram Das, 
as Amrutamonohi. It was not connected with 
the temple account, but set apart for a private offering. 


(vi) Income out of the Khanjas or fixed assignments: 
made by different persons. The Collector proposed te 
collect the amount directly from the land-owners and 
to make payments from the Government treasury. 


(vii) License fee paid by persons who sold 
Mahaprasad (holy food) within the temple compound. 


(viii) Income from miscellaneous soutces, such #s 
payments made by those who put flags on the top of the . 
Temple, or Pindikas( presents made before the gods ). 
An Amin was deputed to ascertain the quantity cf 
presents of cast bullion, jewels etc. The whole of f& was 
proposed to be brought to the Temple fund. 


(ix) 484 yards of fine silk cloths supplied from the 
Company’s ware-house in Calcutta. 


(x) Income out of the ‘Sadabarta’ ( charity ) lands 
granted to Gurumukh Das Adhikari of Jagannathballav 
Math. It was meant for distribution of charity to 
pilgrims in attendance at the Atharnala bridge. It was 
not a charge against the Temple, but was meant for pay- 
ment to indigent pilgrims who were not allowed to crose¢ 
the bridge. The village Boulpur was granted for the 
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purpose, but it was subsequently acquired and a cash 
payment was made from the Government treasury. 


The total average income per year from various 
sources, taking into consideration the total amount receiv- 
ed during six years, prior to the report, was Rs. 31,834-12 
asand 13 gandas, and the average expenses per year was 
Rs. 65,995-4as-9 gandas. The Collector applied for sanction 
go pay a-sum of Rs. 56,342-9as-8 gandas. The Collector’s 
proposal was accepted on the 5th February 1808 by 
order of the Governor-General in Council. 


A Paricha was in charge of the management of the 
Temple. Onthe22nd March 1805 the Collector was 
authorised by the Board to receive applications from th® 


Paricha in connection with the administration of the 
temple. 


In 1806 the Christian Government endeavoured 
to give up the minute supervision of the idolatrous rites 
in the Temple, and by Regulation: IV of 1806, the 
supefintendence of the Temple was transferred to a 
committee of three Pandits nominated by the Collector 
of Pilgrim Tax and approved by the Government. 
On the 12th April, 1808 a set of rules were framed and 
forwarded to the Collector for guidance of the Sevaks, 
‘and for admission of pilgrims into the Temple. The 
Collector proposed to allow free access to pilgrims on 
certain number of days, Regulation IV of 1806 classified 
pilgrims finto ‘two classes, but the Board directed to 
divide them into three viz. the first class to pay the same 
tax as prescribed by the Regulation, the second class to 
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pay half of the tax leviable from the first class ; the third 
class to pay at the rate of Rs. 2/- per head. 


In 1807 an inquiry was instituted to find out the 
quantity of land assigned to the Temple as endowed 
property, but in view of the proposal in 1808 to transfer 
the management to the Raja, the idea was abandoned. 


In 1809 the committee of Pandits was abolished and 
the Temple was made over to the Raja of Khurda, who 
was recognised as hereditary Superintendent of the 
Temple. He was not, however, allowed absolute control ; 
three officers, not removable without the sanction of the 
Government, were placed in the Temple to guard against 
any abuseson the part of the Raja, and were directed 
to report cases where the Raja issued orders inconsistent 
with the recorded rules and customs of the Temple. A 
‘fixed allowance was granted to him with distinct 
directions to utilise ic for the maintenance of the 


Temple. 


In 1840 by Act X of that yeac the Pilgrim tax was 
abolished and the Temple authorities were prontbited to 
‘impose any kind of tax on pilgrims entering into the 
‘Temple and its precinct, Inthe same year the Company’s 
‘Government gave up all connections with the Temple 
and the Raja was vested with absolute control. The 
Government did not interfere with the ancient grants 
and continued to pay Rs. 53,000 annually for the expenses 
of the Temple. 


In 1843 the Sataisi Hazari Mahal yielding an annual 
rent of Rs, 17,420 having been made over to the Raja, 
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the annual grant was reduced to Rs. 35,738. In 1845 
it was further reduced to Rs. 23,321 as the amount 
represented partly certain assignments of revenue 
granted by the Raja of Berar, and partly certain dues 
called Sair, formerly collected on behalf of the Temple, 
on acccunt ef which ccmrensaticn was due. 


In 1856 the akove amcunt was further reduced by 
seven thousand for expenses of supplying police guards 
for the Temple, but it was subsequently decided that the 
Superintendent would make his own arrangements for 
maintenance of peace and order inside the Temple and 
the Government would pay Rs. 6,804tohim. In 1859 
in Jieu of payment of Rs16,517, the Ekrajat Mahal 
yielding an equivalent income was transferred to the 
Raja. He employs a number of sepoys to maintain 
peace and order inside the Temple compound and to 
assist the Gcvernment Police staff during the Car 
Festival. The present income of the Temple is derived. 
frcm the following miscellanecus sources besides those: 
obtained from the landed estates :— 


(i) Pindika or offerings made before the deities. 
These include jewels, gold and silver ornaments, coins, 
silk and cotton cleth, shawls, plates, cups, umbrellas. 
and fans etc. 

(ii) Sale proceeds of the Koth-bhog ( Maha- 


prasad or the daily offerings) paid for from the 
Temple funds. 


(iii) Sale of wood and cloth used in Cars. 
(iv) Fee for granting license to Vendors of 
sweet-meat of Mahaprasad snd of Nirmalya (half 
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cooked rice dried gn the sun) inside the Temple; fee 
for license to collect pice from pilgrims near Rohin 
Koonda, the Gundicha Vedi and the kitchen. 

(v) Payments made by Sebaits at the time of 

their first appointment, or for taking leases of hearths 

in the kitchen, or for placing bhog before the Ratnavedi- 

(vi) Miscellaneous collections made from pilgrims 
e.g. for grant of privileges to light torches, use fans, put 
flags or striped cloths on the tower of the temple, grant of 
permission for placing marble slabs in the compound and 
also for Panti Bhog ( offerings made onthe way) during 
Chandan and Car Festivals. 

The average income during 1925-1928 amounted te 
Rs. 2,60,000 and expenditure the samee Recently the 
Raja leased out the right of selling ghee and other food 
stuffs inside the Temple compound, which fetches a good 
income no doubt, but, it has the risk of bringing into the 
Temple adulterated articles, unless there be proper 
medical supervision and effective check. 


15. Raja as Superintendent of the Temple. 


On the death of Raja Birakishore Dev, the manage- 
ment of the Temple devolved on his widow during the 
minority of her adopted son Raja Dibyasingh Dev. It wa, 
a period of serious mistule and the crisis was reached in 
1878, when the Raja was convicted on acharge of murder 
and sentenced to transportation for life. This brought 
about an anomalous position, as the Raja _ still continued 
to be the Superintendent. Believing that it will serve 

the interest of the public and will ensure 
etree managementjof the Temple itself, the 
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British Government instituted a suit fora declaration 
that the office of the Superintendent was vacant and that 
new trustees should be appointed and a scheme of 
management should be settled. In the High Court of 
Calcutta during the pendency of the appeal preferred 
by the Rani, there was a compromise which provided’ 
that during the minority of Raja ‘Mukunda Dev his 
grandmother would manage the affairs as his guardian 
with the assistance of a Manager. Credit was due to late 
Mg. Madhusudan Das, C.J-E. for the successful and 
honourable termination of the case in the High Court. 
I his arrangement continued till 1897 The Raja Mu kund2: 
Dev owing to his secluded habits seldom appeared in the 
public and took little interest in the affairs of the Temple. 
Continuance of mismanagement as before necessitated 
the appointment of a manager from the cadre of a senior 

Deputy Magistrate with the Raja’s consent, 


In 1902 Rai Bahadur Rajkishore Das, B. L.,an Oriya 
Deputy Magistrate was the first Manager of the Tempie 
and continued incffice for many years, It was during 
his term of office that various improvements in the 
Temple and in itS daily and periodical festivals and in 
control over the Temple funds and its staff vreze effected. 
His successors only followed the routine iutraduced 
by him. “ 

In 1918 Raja Mukunda Dev adopted the presene- 
Raja, who was born in the illustrious Kshetriya Raj 
family of Bamra State; on Raja Mukunda Dev’s subse-. 
guent repudiation of the adoption, the present Raja filed 
asuitfo. declaration of his adoption and obtained a. 
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decree in the Court of the Subordinate Judge of Cuttack , 
the decree was confirmed by the Honourable High Court 
of Patna on an appeal by preferred Raja Mukund Dev. 
On the death of Raja Mukunda Dev in 1926, the said 
adopted son assumed the title of Raja Ram Chandra Dev 
is now in and charge of the Temple as its Superintendent ; 
on his accession to the Guddee, the Government with- 
drew its superintendence through managers and the Raja is 
now in sole charge of the Temple and its affairs. 


16. The Temple Staff. 


In the performance at daily ritualsand periodical 
festivals from very ancient times elaborate arrangements 
of hereditary servants have been made. They are 
known as Chhatisa Niyoga or thirty-six different classe 
of hereditary servants, under a head officer calleds: 
Nayak. They are mainly grouped into Pariharies and 
Pandas. The Pariharies are mainly charged with the 
duty of keeping peace in the Temple; they are either 
Brahmans such as Pariharies and Gochikars, or nome 
Brahmans such as Senhas, Paiks, Dwaries etc. The 
Pandas are the priests and consist of the suars or supakars. 
or cooks, the Mekaps, the Badus and the Khuntias. 


a 


Each of these has his assigned duties either to cook 
food, or light the lamp, offer water or Bhogetc. Odi. 
narily the Pasupalaks or the Puja Pandas only can touch 
the image of the Gods, but during the Snanajatra ( bath- 
ing festival) or the Rath Jatra ( Car Festival) when 
several people are required to carry the deities to the 
bathing altar or to the Car, this rule is relaxed. The 
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Priests known as Daitas claim the privilege of being 
descendants of Viswavasu sawara and kinsmen of 
Lord Jagannath. After Nabakalebara ( preparation of 
the new images) when the old ones are thrown away, 
they perform funeral rites also. They remain in charge 
of the deites during the Car Festival. Besides the Sevaks 
there are Deul Karans (writer of accounts), musicians, 
and Devadasis or dancing girls. At the head of the 
different classes of Sevaks the Raja exercises supervision 
and control and has the power of suspension and removal 
of any servant for neglect of duty. The Raja himself 
performs nominal services in the Temple and especially 
on the Cars, the Chhera-Pahanra (sweeping the cars, 
sprinkling scented water and strewing flowers). During 
fhe Raja’s absence, his proxy known as Mudiratha 
rerforms the same. 


17. Devadasis. 


The legerfdary account runs to the effect that one 
of the Rajas of Puri found a good deal of dust on the 
petson of Jagannath and on inquiry he was told by the 
Pandas that the Lord had been to a particular grove to 
li®en to the Gita Govinda composed by Jaydev, an 
Oriya Poet, in Sanskrit verse and sung by a girl. At this 
the Raja employed her in the Temple to sing it in the 
presence of the Lord. The descendants of the girl are 
known as Devadasis. In later years respectable persons 
dedicated their unmarried girls to perform services in the 
Temple. Neither there is any indecency in any of the 
rites nor do the Devadasis take part in any of the 
Nituals. Only one girl performs the dance to the 
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‘accompaniment of a small drum, during the morning 
meal of the deities, and also at night when the Lord goes 
to bed, but this is mot essential to the rituals in the 
temple. 


18. Architecture and different Temples. 


Itis beyond the scope of this booklet to give an 
elaborate discussion of the art and architecture of the 
Temples. Weintend to guide our readers to different 
places of interest in the temple compound. Suffice it to 
say that in temples of Orissa, the Indo-Aryan style of 
architecture can be studied with great advantage. The 
Indo-Aryan architecture in other parts of India has been 
largely influenced by Dravidian style, but in Orissa, it 
remained pure, “unmixed with any other, and forms one 
of the most compact and homogeneous architectural 
‘groups in India, and as such is of more than usual interest, 
and it is consequently in the-Province of Orissa that 
‘the style can be studied with the greatest advantage.” (8) 
The style which is a local development of the Indo- 
Aryans, is called Orissan, from its exclusive prevalance 
in Orissa, but imitations of it spread as. far south as 
Mukhalingam in the Ganjam District, as far north as 
Barakar in the District of Burdwan in Bengal, as far west 
as Rajam in the Raipur District of the Central Provinces» 
The most numerous and the best prototype of the 


Indo-Aryan style are met with, however, in the District 
of Puri (9). 


{S} Fergusson’s History of Indian and Eastern Archi- 
tecture Page 92. 
(9). District Gazetteer of Puri, 
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The temple of Jagannath, it is wrongly supposed, 
had no art and architecture. In 1724under the orders. 
of Raja Harekrushna Dev, the Temple was plastered in 
order to avoid decay. From some portions plaster was 
removed and it has been found that underneath the- 
plaster there are a lot of beautiful carvings. 

Unlike usual Hindu Temples facing south or west in 
other parts of India, the Temples of Orissa and of 
Jagannath face to the East. The Temple of Jagannath: 
(Bada Deula, Bhoga Mandap, Jagamohan) and other 
minor ones stand within an enclosure abutting on the 
main road or Bada Danda. 


(a) ARUNASTAMBHA., 


In front of the eastern gateway of the outer com- 
pound stands the Aruna Stambha orthe monolithic 
pillar of chlorite placed on an exquisite pedestal. It is. 
protected on all sides by iron railings placed in later years. 
This monumental pillar was originally placed in the Black: 
Pagodaor the Sun Temple at Konarka but was brought 
to its present site by Baba Brahmachari Guru of the 
Marhattas during the time of Raja Dibyasingha Dev 3 
{1779-1797) . On the top of the pillar there is an image 
which is wrongly pointed out by the Pandas to te 
of Hanuman, but really it is an image of Aruns. 
According to Pouranic legend, Aruna was the son of 
Kasyapa and Binata and was born before it was com- 
pletely developed. To avoid the sun’s powerful rays which 
would otherwise burn the horses of the chariot, Aruna. 
was placed between them and the sun. The sun image: 
of the Kenarka Temple was removed from there during: 
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the time of Narasingha Dev (1622-1646 A. D. ) and was 
placed in the Temple of Indra inside the Jagannath’s 
compound on the northern side. 


(b) THE COMPOUND WALL 


( Meghanada Prachira ) 


On all sides of the Temple there is a big compound 
wall called Meghanada Prachira. It surrounds a rect” 
angular area of 665 X 644 feet, the height varying from 
20 to 14 feet at different places. It was originally a low 
one and at places fromthe main road the inside of the 
compound could be distinctly visible from a distance, but 
dairing the reign of Purusottam Dev, to provide a strong 
defensive out-work against foreign attacks the present 
high wall of laterite stone was constructed. During the 
eatly part of the 17th century in course “of repairs of the 
front and the southern walls, larger battlements were 
provided. 


(c) THE FOUR GATES. 


The main entrance or Lion’s gate (Singha Dwar) is 
on the east, facing the Aruna Stambha referred to above: 
Two-massive lions have been placed on both sides. 

The other three gates on the north, south and west 
are not sorichin sculpture, though they are formed in 
the same plan and style and are respectively known as 
Elephant gate ( Hasti Dwar ), Horse gate ( Aswa Dwar ) 
and Tiger gate (Byghra Dwar) otherwise known as 
Khanja Dwar (the gate through which articles of 
offerings are brought into the compound ). 
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a) THE BAISI PAHACHA (TWENTY-TWO FLIGHTS). 


The pilerims usually enter the inner enclosure 
through the Singha Dwar (Lion’s Gate). Between the 
Singha Dwar and the Joya-Bijoya Gate there are twenty- 
two flights. The flights on the other three gates are 
less extensive, those on the west being the shortest. 
According to popular belief children are rolled on the 
Baisi Pahacha invoking Lord’s blessing for their longivity 
and prosperity. 


(e) PATITAPABAN. 


The image of Patitapaban, it‘is‘said, was placed to 
-enable the so-called lower class Hindus, to look at the Lord, 
but this is absolutely wrong and against facts. The Hindu 
religion never made a distinction between the higher 
and the lower class Hindus, on the contrary, if any 
such conception came into existence, it was in‘later yearse 
The Hindus honoured the talent and not the caste. 


In 1738 Raja Ramchandra Dev fell in love with 
Ledia, daughter of Murshidkuli Khan who was the 
‘Mahommedan Governor in Orissa and lived with her 
in the Barabati fort foralongtime. After repentance 
for his misconduct when he returned to Puri to have 
a Darsan of Lord Jagannath, he was not allowed 
entrance into the Temple, but the image of Patitapaban 
was. placed in the passage room leading to the Temple 
‘in order to enable the repentant Raja to see the Lord. 
So the image of Lord Patitapaban was placed only a litele 
more than 200 years ago. 
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Christians, Jews, Mahomedans, and Kandhas, Kolhas, 
Santals, Savars, Pans, Hadies, Chamars, Doms and Chan- 
dals, Chadaimarus (fowlers), Sials (wine sellers) Keots 
( fishermen ), Nolias (Telgu fishermen and boatmen ) 
Kandaras, Mochies, Bauries, Kelas and similar castes of 
Orissa and other parts of India were not allowed 
emtrance into the compound. Once an European 
gentleman entered the compound in disguise, but 
before going into the inner sanctuary, he was detected 
and the ceremony of Maha Snana or purification was 
performed. In February 1948 the Harijans were allowed. 
entrance into the Temple ; they have free access now. 


(f) FATE HANUMAN. 


On all sides of the Temple compound the images. 
of Hanuman the ideal devotse of Vishnu in :Tretaya 
Yuga, have been placed. Parallel to the platform of 
Patitapaban, on another platform a small image of 
Hanuman has been placed. 


BEDHA PARIKRAMA (going round the temple and 
its compound. ) 
1. Bisweswar Temple- 
Small Siva. temple at the foot of Baisi pahacha to 
the scuth. Many Siva temples are to be found in the 


c¢mpound, prokably constructed to unify the Saivism 
and Vaishnavism. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


46 Puri 


2. Nrusingha temple. 
A small temple on the south on the Baisi 
Pahacha. 


3. Jaya~Bijoya Gate. 


Joya and Bijoya were the two gate-keepers of Vishnu 
in Baikunthapuri. Brahma offered prayers to wake up 
Vishnu from Anantasayan (eternal sleep ). The images 
ef the Ananta (serpent), Brahma, Lakshmi, and the 
two gatekeepers represent excellent workmanship of 
Oriya architecture. 


4, Agni Linga. 


Entering the inner courtyard, we proceed towards 
south. Near the passage between the kitchen and the 
Bhogmandap of the main Temple, in a small temple 
Agniswara has been installed. Food if not properly 
cooked in the kitchen, becomes sufficiently boiled with 
his heat,—-such is the legendary account. 


5. Beyond the above passage and to the further 
south the following temples near the Kalpa Bata are 
of interest. 


(a) Satyanarayan :-— 


Introduction of Satyanarayan worship in Orissa and 
recital of Satyanarayan Pala composed by Kavi Karna 
must have been after the Mahomedan invasion. Hindus 
in order to please the Mahomedan tulers and to save 
Hinduism from their destructive hands, preached one- 
mess between Ram and Rahim. Pir and Narayan were 
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‘worshipped together. The small temple mentioned 
‘above must have been dedicated during the period. 

(b) Batakrishna. 

(c) Balmukunda. 

(d) Batabehari Jagannath. 

(e) Hari Sahadeva. 

-(f) Bata Mangala. 

(g) Bata Ganesh. 

(h) Five Siva temples dedicated to Markandeya 

Lokanath, Ka palmochan, Nilakantha, & Jambeswar. 


The above Temples cluster round the famous 
Kalpabata. 


$. The Muktimandap. 


A big hall used by the learned Brahmans of Puri 
for theosophical discourses and reading of Sastras. The 
extensive portico between the Muktimandap and the 
main Temple was constucted bythe Mahanta Maharaja 
of Emar Math. 


@ Ganesh Temple. 

8. Jalakrida mandap, where ‘during the Chandan Yatra, 
the representative of Lord Jagannath is placed in water, 
9. Narasingha Temple, on the west of the Mukti 
mandap and facing the latter, is the oldest one in the 
Compound. 

40. Rohina Kunda and Kakatirtha. y 


Rohina Kunda is one of the holiest places in the 


‘Temple compound and in the city of Puri, According 
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to the legendary account, a crow fell into it and went to: 
heaven, in the presence of the Brahma who come in 
search of the deity discovered it in the Nilachal: 
Other Temples 11. Bimala, 12. Benimadhav, 13. Gopeswar, 
14. Sakhigopal, 15. Kanchi -Ganesh, 16. Bhubaneswari, 
(Satyabhama, Saraswati and Sasthi Devi in one Temple,}: 
17. Nila Madhaba, 18. Kali, 19. Lakshmi 20. Nabagraha 
(nine plantes), 21- Krushna and Kubja, 22. Sun god 


inside the Indra Temple, 23. Rama, Sita and Lakshman, 
24- Pataleswar. 


Note :—Kanchi Ganesh was brought from Canjiverum 
as booty of the war. 


In the Temple of Indra, the broken image of Indra. 
still exists, but in front of it, a small wall has been raised 


andthe image of sun-god brought from Konarka has. 
been placed. 


-Pataleswar Temple is a very deep one. 
In the east another small temple dedicated to 


Sti Chaitanya has been constructed, most probably during 
the reign of Raja Prataprudra Dev. 


SECOND COURT-YARD TO THE SOUTH OF THE 
MAIN TEMPLE :—~ 


Temples of l. Kutam Chandi, 2. Ananta Sayan,. 
3. Gouranga, 4. Nrusingha established by one Basudev 
Bramhachati in recent years, 5. Budhima or goddess of 
smallpox, 6. Bada Bhai Hanuman, such as Nala, Nila,. 
Angada, Sugriba, Hanuman etc. described in the 
Ramayan, 7. Outside the Southern gate to the east the 
huge figure of Hanuman is worth-seeing ; its beautiful. 
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image has been covered with a thick coating of Chua oil 
ani Sindur (vermillion ) plastered over it for ages. It 
ought to be removed. 


OUTER COURT-YARD ON THE WEST 


Temples of |. Rameswar, 2. Hanuman, 3 Sidheswar 
4. Chakra Narayan; this is a peculiar image supposed to 
be of Vishnu with eight hands standing on the image of 
Siva, but [ think it is an image of Durga with eight hands 
standing on Siva and is wroagsly named as Chakra 
Narayan. 


5. The flower garden on the west and on the north 
of the conpound were laid during the time of Rai Sahib 
Gourishyam Mahanty, as Manager of the Temple. 


6. Nirmalya Khala—There are two spacious plat- 
forms on which Nirmalya ( Mahaprasad of half-boiled 
rice )sold in front of Lion’s Gate are dried in the sun. 


7 Smasanadhipati Siva—There are two such Siva 
Temples—one on the south-western corner and another 
on the north-eastern corner. They serve as guards of 
the burial place where the cold images of the deities.are 
thrown into a deep well after the construction of new 
ones on the occasion of Naba Kalebar. , 


OUTER COURT-YARD TO THE NORTH 


1. Koili Baitkuntha:—It is really either Kali 
Baikuntha or the heaven in Kali Yuga or.Kaivalya 
( Mahaprasad ) Baikuntha. Hither the Pandas take the 
pilgrims after they go round the temples and take their 
remunerations by way of a permaneat arrangement for 
offerings. — 
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2. The Snanamandap or the raised platform for 
bathing ceremony onthe Jyestha Purnima day. It faces 
the Bada Danda on the east. 


3. The Subarna Kupa ( or golden well ):—It is not 
made of gold. From this well water is taken on the 
occasion of the aforesaid bathing ceremony. 


4. Temple of Isaneswar :—It is believed that from the 
Isaneswar Temple there is an underground passage upto 
the Ratna Vedi inside the main Temple. 


THE TEMPLE OF JAGANNATH (BADA DEULA) 


The front door of the Bhogmandap facing east is 
usually closed. Pilgrims enter the Jagamohan or the 
Bhogmandap by the steps on the north and the south. 
Proceeding from the west to the east, the main Temple 
and the structures adjoining it consist of (a) the main 
Temple, (b) the Mukhasala, (c) the Natmandir, (d) the 
Bhogmandap. In the Bhogmandap, on a pillar the 
image of ‘Garuda, the celestial bird, which carries 
Vishnu has been seated with folded hands. The pilgrims 
are enjoined to stand behind the pillar and to havea 
glance at the Lords. In the Bhogmandap, Chhatrabhog 
( offerings by private persons and the owners of the 
Maths) is presented to the deities. The Natmandir, 
or the dancing hall is meant for assemblage of pilgrims 
and extends upto Chandan Argali,( wooden bar made 
of sandal wood). The portion of the thresh-hold of the 
main Temple and the Chandan Argaliis the Mukha- 
sala. In the main Temple on a raised platform 
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(Ratnavedi), the three images of Balabhadra, Subhadra 
and Jagannath have been placed. Except during Bhog 
(offerings) and Pahuda (sleep), the pilgrims are 
permitted to go upto the Ratna Vedi. It is known as 
Sahanmela ( sadharan mela ) ; but they are not allowed to 
touch the images; if any pilgrim, owing to ignorance, 
touches any image, the ceremony of Mahasnana (bath 
for purification ) is at once performed. 


The images of Jagannath, Balabhadra and 
Subhadra, seated on the Ratnavedi are of Nim wood, and 
are constructed on the symbol @ (Om). Particular care 
is taken in selecting the Neem trees for the purpose ; it must 
bear marks like conch shell and a wheel under its back, 
should have no birds’ nest on it, the shadow of no other 
tree must have fallen on it, snake-holes indicating that 
snakes; lived there must have been present under its root. 


The image of Balabhadra is about six feet in height, 
that of the younger brother Jagannath five feet and of 
their sister Subhadra four feet. They are painted in white, 
black and yellow respectively, Their faces are very large, 
the bodies are decorated with valuable silk cloths of 
various colours and flowers. On the Ratnavedi are also 
placed miniature images of Lakshmi and Saraswati and 
Sudarsan Chakra (Vishnu’s wheel’. 


On the north and the south of the halls referred to 
above, there are side structures ; those on the south are 
Madan Mohan’s Temple and Marjana Mandap for 
Lakshmi’s bath on Thursdays, and those on the north 
are the temple of Bhandar Lokanath, who is in charge 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


52 Puri 


of Jagannath’s store and the office of the Deula Karan 
who writes the Madalapanji from day to clay. 


On the north, west and south of the main temple. 
there are three Pida Deuls or structures placed on the 
walls of the main Temple. In them huge and beautiful 
images of Baraha, Nrusinga and Baman (three incarna- 
tions of Vishnu) have been placed. 

OBSCENE FIGURES. 

The presence of obscene figures, not only on the 
walls of the Temple at Puri, but also in Temples in 
other parts of Orissa has engaged the attention of many 
scho!ars to trace its significance. Some of them, due to 
their ignorance of the principles followed by the temple- 
builders, have attributed depraved taste to the Oriya 
architects, but the fallacy of their views becomes apparent, 
when similar figures are noticed in other parts of India. 

In modern times in a building under construction, 
a basket, a broom-stick, an old shoe or such other filthy 
articles are tied to the end of ascafolding pole, or a toy 
is placed jin a motor car to withstand the jealous gaze of 
observers, and to ward off the evil spirits that may possess 
the building under construct’on or the car. Such obscene 
fizures were also intended to protect the structures against 
lightening, cyclone or other visitations of nature. This 
view finds support from authoritative passages in Hindu 
Scriptures (10) Thecbscene figures are symbolical of 


(10) agoratie Mave aicars aal‘ed | 
fnwanizaisfa acre favard Mamata i (BARE TW) 
Wa Ul wazigi adie feanaq | 
faaeag aml fa: ural ei fara ) (a Tageie) 
faut: casaifa: wadaadiadq) geq x feat. 
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the human frailties and unless an aspirant for something 
nobler and higher rises superior to them,’he cannot attain 
the absolute truth or realise the sublime A pilgrim 
unaffected by the sight of these figures is only fir to enter 
into the sanctum and have a real vision of the Lord. 


ANANDABAZAR 


At the top of the Baisipahacha towards north of the 
Jaya-Bijoy gate leading to the inner covrtyarc, there is 
another gate rowards the north and it leads to the market 
known as Anandabazar, where Mzhaprasad of Jagannath, 
consisting of rice, dal, curry and various kinds of sweets 
are sold; a pilgrim is enjoined to return from the temrele, 
after his homage to the dvities, through this gate 
and purchase fresh Mahaprasad and enjoy. It isa pity 
that in the sale of Mahaprasad no sanitary condi- 
tions are being observed. The unwhclesome ghee 
used in preparation of it in recent years; it has become a 
mitter of general complaint, but without any remedy 
owing to lack of proper supervision and control by the 
Superintendent of the Temple, and by the health officer 
of the town. 


Seth Ram Kumar Bangar, who was generous to 
undertake the recent repairs cf the temples, has also 
provided a big pucca shed on the _rorth for sale of 


alt NMahaprasads instead of a , AISA RASS 


there which was anor heyAR sence. 






1ere and 
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Potatoes, cabbages, culliflowers, tomatoes, etc. ar 
not used in preparing the curry dishes for Lords The 
bhogs are of two kinds:—(a) Kothbhog or offering: 
made from the Temple funds and Raja’s house anc 
(b) Chhatrabhogs which are offered by the Maths and 


private persons. 


The Kothbhog is regarded as the perquisites of Raja 
or Superintendent, ouc of which a portion is given to 
the employees and priests for their remunerations and 
the rest is sold and credited to Raja’s accounts Maha- 
prasad is cooked by the Suars in the kitchen to the 
south-east cf the Temple and brought through the 
covered passage either to the inner sanctuary or the 
Bhogmandap, as the case may be. The priests carrying 
the cooked food to the Bhogmandap, tie their mouth 
and nostrils witha cloth. During the presentation of 
the bhog, the priests offer prayers, wave fans and fly-flaps, 
and music is played. Fresh Mahaprasad is generally 
delicious. Sale of putrified Mahaprasad is another 
source of nuisance and is responsible for various kinds 
of epidemics, but no attempt has yet been made to 
destroy them, instead of allowing them to be sold. 


Eating of Mahaprasad is a distinctive feature of 
pilgrimage to the holy shrine. The rich and the poor, 
without distinction of rank or caste take Mahaprasad 
from the same plate. 
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19. Daily services. 


The daily and periodical worship of the deities 
are performed according to rules laid down in the 
Niladrimahodaya, Kshetramahatmya and Gadadhar 
Paddhati. The following is the daily routine of 
different Nities and offerings :— 


1. OPENING OF THE DOOR. 


At dawn the Bhitarchhu Mahapatra examines the 
different locks with the help of four other servants. 
Before the door of the Bada Deul itself is opened, a 
hymn_ is sung, praying the deities to leave thier beds and 
to go to the throne. 


22 MANGALA ARATI 


This consists of simulataneous waving of burning 
camphors and torches ‘before the three images. The 
Pasupalaks remove the garlands from their person. 


3. BATHING AND DRESSING. 


On the floors three silver mirrors are placed in 
which the images are rfected- With reference to these 
reflections, the priests perform the cleaning of teeth, 
bathing etc. The Pasupalaks, then decorate the images 
with clothes and flowers. Similar services are per- 
formed in the other minor temples also. 


4. HOMA. 


In the mean time offering of ghee and cocoanut 
is made in Gre. 
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5. BALLAVA OR BREAKFAST. 


Rice dried in the sun and mixed with ghee (Murhi} 
is offered. This is followed by Surya Puja (offering to 
Sun-God). 


6. SAKALA DHUPA OR FIRST MEAL 
IN THE MORNING. 


This is expected to be offered at JO A-M. and 
consists of rice, dal, vegetable and cakesetc. At the 
time a girl ( Devadasi ) performs a_ sort of Indian dance 
in the dancing hall. 


7. DWIPRAHAR DHUPA OR MID-DAY BHOG. 


It is to be offered at noon and consists of rice, 
dal, vegetables etc. 


8. PAHUDA OR REST TILL 4 P.M. 
9. EVENING ARATI 


It is performed in the same manner as in the 
morning. 


10. SANDHYA DHUPA OR EVENING BHOG 
It consists of sweets and cakes etc. 
ll. RATRI DHUPA OR'’BADA SINGHAR. 


At night Gita Gobinda composed by Jaydev is 
sung, the beds are put in the Bada Deul and doors are 
locked up. Throughout the day, the dress of the 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Pur by; 


images is changed after each offering is made. Though 
all the Nities and Bhogs are offered eve.y day, owing 
to want of proper control and supervision they are 
not performed is stated hours. 


20. Festivals. 


In the Temple of Jagannath one ceremony or 
another goes on almost every day. There are sixty-two 
such festivals and of them a short catalogue has been 
given below with reference to different months. Of 
them Chandan, Snana Yatra, Car festival and Dola 
Yatra ( Holi) are most conspicuous and on_ such 
occasions from various parts of India pilgrims flock to 
Puri in large numbers. 


1 IN POUSA ( DECEMBER-JANUARY ) 


Nabanna (taking new rice), Dhanu Sankranti; 
4 special offering is made; deities are clad with winter 
clothes of different kinds and colours on different days 
of the week, 


2. IN MAGHA (JANUARY-FEBRUARY ) 


(a) The Makar Sankaranti, when a large number of 
pilgrims assemble. (b) Sripanchami, or the advent 
of the spring, when the deities are dressed with gorgeous 
clothings and golden ornaments. 


3. IN FALGUNA ( FEBRUARY-MARCH ) 


Dol Purnima when the deities are dressed with 
golden hands and feet. It is known as Raj-besh 


— 
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(dressed like a king). Mendhapodt takes place on 
the night previous to the Dol-Purnima, when a fire is 
lit outside the Temple. Madanmohan the representa- 
tive of Jagannath is taken to Dolavedi and placed on 
a cradle and waved to and fro ( Jhulan ). 


4, IN BAISAKHA ( APRIL-MAY ) 


Chandan Yatra continues for 21 days; Madanmohan 
is taken to the Narendra Tank in‘procession and is taken 
round in beautifully decorated boats. The streets are 
decorated with fruits and flowers and underneath the 
sheds prepared on the occasion, the deities are offered 
Bhog, known as Panti Bhog. 


5. IN JYESTHA ( MAY-JUNE ) 


(a) Nrusingha.Janma when Jagannath is decorated 
and dressed like a lion, in commemoration of the occa- 
sion of Vishnu killing the demon Hiranya Kasyepu 


(b)Snana Yatra (bathing ceremony)—psrformed 
on the bathing altar on the east of the Temple compound, 
facing the Bada Danda. One hundred and elght pitchers 
of water are drawn out of the golden well already refer- 
red to and poured onthe images. They are then taken 
inside the room and are supposed to suffer from fever 
in consequence of bath. Painted scrolls are placed in 
front. During the time, they are painted for public 
appearance on the occassion of the Car festiwal. This 
period of fifteen days is known as Anabasar 
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6. ASADA (JULY )—GUNDICHA AND BAHUDA 
(CAR FESTIVAL), 


This most important festival of the year comme- 
morates Srikrushna’s journey from Gokul to Mathura to 
kill the demon King Kansa. Kansa’s sister Deval.i liad 
married to Basudev; Kansa had an omen that he wook! 
be killed by a child of Devaki. He was determine:i to 
kill all children of Devaki but the cightii one was secretly 
removed by Basudev to Gokul, to the house of Raja 
Nanda. Ultimately the stratagem became Known, and 
Kansa was determined to kill Srikrushna. Kansa deputed 
Akrura to Gokul and the latter brought Srikrushna and 
his brother Balaram to Mathura in a chariot. 


After the renovation and decoration, the images 
become fit to be seen by pilgrims. The Daita Sevaks put 
paints on the eyes of images, the ceremony being known 
as Netrotsava. Onthe day previous to the Car festival 
pilgrims are allowed to behold the deities with Nabayou- 
ban, On the Srigundicha day ina procession known as 
Pahandi, the images are carried by Daita Sevaks to the 
cars and placed therein, The Raja or his representative, 
the Mudirath performs the ceremony of Chherapanhara 
(‘cleaning the Cars and sprinkling water) The Cars are 
then drawn to their destination of Gundichaghar in the 
north, at a distance of about one and half milcs from 
the Lion’s Gate. 


The Cars are of large size with considerable height 
resembling lofty towers, bedecked with tinsel, paintings 
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and woaden statuary: The biggest is the Car of Jagan- 
nath, known as Nandighosa, 45 feet in height and 
thirtyfive feet square in length and breadth and is suppot- 
ted on sixteen wheels of seven feet diameter. The brother 
and sister of Jagannath have separate cars, respectively 
known as Taladhwaja and Darpadalana a few fect 
smaller. They are dragged by pilgrims and sometimes by 
labourers who enjoy lands for the purpose. 


Prior to the appointment of late Rai Bahadur 
Rajkishore Das, as manager of the Temple, the cars sever 
reached the Gundichaghar on the same day. For not less 
than a month the images used to remain outside in the 
cara; but since his regime as manager, matters improved 
and the cars reached and returnedin one day. On the 
Bahuda Desami day in similar procession, the return 
journey tothe Temple is performed» During the Lord’s 
stay in the Gundichaghar performances of daily rituals 
and offerings proceed in the same way as in the Temple. 


Gundiche Yatra is celebrated on the second day and 


Bahuda on the tenth day of the bright’ fortnight of the 
month of Asarh. 


On their return to the Temple, Balabhadra is allowed to 
enter in without opposition, but when Jagannath trics to 
enter, Lukshmi closes the door against him and takes him 
to task for continued absence. Between Pandas inside 
and outside interesting dialogues on behalf of Jagannath 


and Lakshmi continue fora while and then Jagannath 
is allowed to enter. 
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NABAKALEBAR 


The images of Nim wood are necessarily substituted 
by new ones after some year, the ceremoy being known 
as Nabakalebar. The year in which its celebration has 
to take place depends on certain astronomical conditions 
according to which the month of Asarh becomes doubled. 
The Brahma is extracted from the old images and placed 
in the new ones, the priest performing it being blind. 
folded, and his hand being bandaged with cloth, and the 
old bodies are thrown into a wellin the burial place to 
the north-west of the Temple compound. The new 
images are then painted before they are brought out for 
the Car procession. The Nabakalebar ceremonics were 
performed in 1853, 1877 and 19]2. 


S$. IN SRABANA (JULY-AUGUST ) 

The Jhulana Yatra is celebrated from the 10th day of 
the bright fortnight till the fullmoon day. <A swing is 
erected on the platform between the Muktimandap and 
the Jagmohan, where Madan Mohan, representing 
Jagannath is placed. 

9. IN BHADRA ( AUGUST-SEPTEMBER ) 

(a) Krushna Janmastami. 

(b) Kali-Dalan—When Jagannath is dressed in 
great splendour anda serpent is placed in front. 


10. IN ASWINA (SEPTEMBER-OCTORER ) 


(a) Dasahara—Commemoration of Sri Ram Chandra’s 
conquest of Ceylone. 
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(b) Durgapuja—Fish or meat is strictly forbidden to 
be taken inside the enclosure of the Temple. The rule is 
so strict that even leather in any form. such as band for 
the wrist watch or money-bag or an umbrella is not 
allowed to be taken inside the compound. Once and 
ence only, during the Durgapuja festival, the rigour of 
the rule is relaxed. On the occasion of Durgapuja, at 
late hours in the night after the doors of Lord Jagannath 
and other deities are closed two goats are sacrificed for 
goddess Bimala, outside the compound and _ the heads 
brought inside for offering on each of the three days of 
the festival ; so also fish is caught from Narendra Tank, 
where net is not usually cast except on this occasion, 
and is offered to the goddess. 


11. KARTIK (OCTOBER-NOVEMBER ) 


Lhroughoze the month local pilgrims, especially 
Hindu widows flock to the town in large numbers. 
Rahas Purnima or Panchak festival is celebrated with 
great pomp. Deities are supposed to sleep from Sraban 
Purnima till Kartik Purnima, and then wake up. 


12} MARGASIR ( NOVEMBER-DECEMBER ) 
Prathamastami on the 8th day of the dark fortnight. 
21, Places of interest and sanctity in the 
town. 


A visitor, especially a Hindu pilgrim, is enjoined to 
halt at Puri for three days at least, during which he 
needs going round various places of religious and 
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historic importance. He has been enjoined to take his 
bath in the water of five different sacred places (11) such 
as the tanks of Martkandeya, Swetaganga, Indra- 
dyumna and also in the Rohini Kunda in the Temple 
compound, andin the sea. The Mani Karnika and the 
Narendra tanks are also worth-seeing. 


INTERESTING PLACES ON THE SEA SIDE 
1. CHAKRATIRTHA AND DARIA MAHABIR 


To the extreme east on the sea-shore. 
2, KANPADA HANUMAN. 


Subhadra Devi, in the middle of Jagannath and 
Balabhadra, was afraid of the roar of the sea. To 
nreyent the roar to reach inside the Temple compound, 
Hanuman was placed on the vicinity of the Swargadwar 
as a guard, 

3, AGASTI MUNI ASRAM. 


Sage Agasti, according to Hindu mythology, drank 
the water of all the seven oceans in one sip. When 
the sea began to proceed to the North and the temple 
and the town were in danger of being floaded, Agasti 
sage was placed on the sea shore to prevent its further 
progress towards north. 


4. HARIDAS MATH. 
Haridas, was a non-Hindu, but was subsequently 
converted and became a follower of Sree Chaitanya. 
(11) aawar atau Ofeaa aged}, 
PRCT ATATAT quay afaaa | 











_ 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Pur: 


5. BIDURASRAM OR MULUKDAS BABAJI’S 
MATH. 


Bidura was a poor devotee of Srikrushna, who was 


satisfied with the humble dish offered by him. 


6. NANAKPANTHI MATH. 


Guru Nanak, the 8reat Sikh preacher was not 
allowed access into the Temple of Lord Jagannath, as 
owing tohis long beard, the Pandas of the Temple 
took him to be 2 Mahomedan. He offered prayers at the 
place where the Math stands now; there Jagannath 
appeared to him.in vision. Gupta Ganga and Dedhnu- 
sura Bhaibonu wells are worth noticing here, 


7. KAVIRPANTHI MATH. 


Kavir was rhe great Indian saint, who preached 
equality between man and man, and despised the 
distinction between Hindus and Mahomedans. On his 
death his body was claimed by Hindoosas well as 
Mahomedans, former for cremation and latter for burial. 
Kavir, it is said, appeared before them in vision and 
bade them to look underneath the shroud, where they 
noticed only a heap of flowers, instead of the body. Each 
divided the same for the respective purpose. 


8. SANKARACHARYYA MATH. 


The oldest Math in Puri. It was formerly situated at ' 
the place, where Jagamohan of the Temple of Jagannath 
now stands. Sankaracharyya and his followers, the great 
exponents of Adwait philosophy, guided the daily rituals 
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in the Temple of Jagannath; with the influence of the 
followers of Ramanujacharyya, the Math was removed 
to the Swargadwar on the seaside. In the Math, the 
temples of Siva and Vishnu and the images of Brusava 
(bull of Siva) and Garuda (celestial bird of Vishnu) are 
placed side by side. The beautiful statue of Sri 
Sankaracharyya in the Math is worthy of notice also- 


9. SIDDHA BAKUL MATH 


In the enclosure of the Math stands a huge wonderful 
Bakul tree, having no stem but only barks. Sree Chai- 
tanya Dev placed a tooth-stick there and in course of 
time it grew to a big tree. One day Raja of Puri ordered 
carpenters to cut it for use in the Car, as timbers already 
brought were insufficient to build the Car. The carpen- 
ters examined the tree and came away postponing the 
execution till next day, but next morning the tree was 
found to be a hollow one without any steminside. The 
tree was not cut and still stands there. 


10. TOTAGOPINATH 


The temple was constructed by a disciple of Sree 
Chaitanya. Inside there is the image of Srikrushna 


11. SATA LAHARI MATH 


The history of this place is associated with the life of Sree 
Jayannath Das the great Oriya Saint and poet who was 
a contemporary of Sree Chaitanya and composed severai 
works, such as Bhavabat, Ramayan and Mahabharat in 
Oriya verse. His Bhagabat is recited in every village in 


” 
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the evening especially during epidemics. This Math has 
now been covered with sands. For leading a solitary 
life, the great Vaishnab poet lived there. 


12. RADHAKANT MATH 


During his stay at Puri, Sree Chaitanya Dev lived 
here. This Math has eight branches in the District of 
Ganjam, three in Brundaban and four in Puri: 


13. GUNDICHAGHAR. 


This is situated at the northern extremity of the Bada 
Danda, at a distance of about two miles from the main 
Temple. During the Car festival for a week. the deities 
stay there; otherwise throughout the year it remains 
vacant. The temple is surrounded by a wall and stands 
in the middle of a garden. It consists of four parts 
connected with the kitchen by 2 narrow passage. The 
tower is 75 feet high with a base measuring fifty-five 
feet by forty-six feet outside. The tower and the porch 
are, according to Madalapanji, contemporaneous with 
the main Temple. | 


Gundicha was the Rani of Raja Indradyumna. 
After the main Temple was built and the Lords were 
consecrated there, the Rani expressed her disappoint- 
ment for being unable to worship the deities. The Raja 
built the Gundicha Temple and named it after her 
giving her opportunity to worship them for a week 
in the year. 


1% LOKANATH TEMPLE. 


This Temple lies to ‘the west of Jagannath Temple 
at a clistance of about two miles T he presiding deity 
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Siva, always remains under watet except on the Sivaratri 
day when for allowing the visitors to have a glance at 
the deity, water is baled out. The deity is more dreaded 
than Jagannath. 


15. ATHARNALA BRIDGE. 


To the extreme ‘north of the town, this bridge 
represents the engineering skill of ancient Oriya 
engineers in building bridges over rivers. 


& 16. LIST OF MINOR SACRED PLACES 


Jambeswer, Alabukeswer, Kapalmochan, Alalnath, 
Chhata Pahad (a sand hill supposed to be Giri- 
Gobardhan ). 


THE JAGANNATH TEMPLE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 


The Mahanta Maharaj of Emar Math is maintain- 
ing agood library. Attached to it, a historical Research 
Society was started in 1943. During this short period, it 
has collected several manuscripts, copper plates and 
other documents of historical importance. 


%, THE MUKTI MANDAP LIBRARY 


Inside the Temple compound the Mukti Mandap 
Pandit Sabha is an important Institution having a library 
containing many valuable records and palm leaf manus- 
cripts. His Excellency C. Rajagopalachari, Governor. 
General of India, during his recent visit tothe Temple of 
Jagannath on the 2nd day of December 1949 was pleased 
to visit this library. 
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22, Maths and Mahants 


It is popularly said that in’ Puri-there ‘are Seventy- 
two Maths. The Maths or monasteries were found with 
rich endowments made in favour of their ’superinten- 
dents known as Mahants, fot feeding the poor pilgrims 
and. ascetics visiting Puri and for meeting the educa- 
tional expenses of poor studentse They are also trustecs 
of vast endowments. known as Amrutamonohi, out 
of which they offer Bhoy to Lord Jagannath, which was 
evidently intended for -distribution amongst beygars 
and poor, pilgtims visiting Puri) The Mahants have 
their assistants called Adhikaries. Some of these institu- 
tions were created by Hindu Rajas and others by the: 
Marhatta Government. A list of the Maths at Puri 
is appended, 


Reference has already been made to some of the 
Maths in the vicinity of the Swargadwar. It remains 
to give a short account of some of the other well-known 
Maths in the town, 


1. THE EMBAR MATH 


This. is the richest and one of the- oldest Maths, 
situated i in front of the Lion’s’ Gate of Lord Jagannath. 
Its origin is traced to the great founder of the Ramanuj 
sect of Vaisnabs in India,.viz, Sree Ramanujacharyya. 
The retiowned Maharits ef the Math were, Srinibas- 
acharyya, Embaracharyya and Rajgopalacharyya. The 
Math has been named after one of them. 
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The present Mahant Sree Gadadhar Ramanuj 
Das isan ideal Mahant at Puri. He comes from the 
District of Jhansi, where he was born in a respectable 
Brahman family. In his childhood he was adopted 
by late Mahant Maharaj Raghunandan Ramanuj Das 
and was well educated in Sanskrit and Vernacular. 
He commands great respect amongst the Hindus 
of Orissa for his public spirit and-saintly character. He 
is always generous in all public and religious causes of 
Orissa. The present Gajapati Maharaja Ramchandra 
Dev of Puri has -een initiated by him. He was a 
member of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Assembly 
for a long time, and an Honorary Magistrate at Puri. 
His public activitics and charities are too numerous to. 
be mentioned here. As a member of the Bhubane- 
swar Temple Endowment Committee appointed by 
the District Judge under Act XX of 1863, he discharged 
his duties honestly, ably and faithfully, till November, 
1940. During his term of office there, he made x 
generous contribution of Rs. 5000 and raised public 
donations of Rs. 40,000 for repair of the Lingaraj 
Temple and Bindusarobar Tank and very successfully 
discharged the trust. For entrusting the funds for 
the repair of the Temple of Jagannath, Seth Ramkumar 
Bangar of.65 Bansatola Street, Calcutta, found in 
him the right man. The contributions of the Math 


for the following public works at Puri are worth men- 
tioning :— 


For repair of the Narendra Tank......... Rs. 8,000. 
For repair.of the Swetaganga Tank......... Rs. 2,500; 
For repair of the Puri Temple......R¢. 15.000, 
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Eig contributions to the War Fund, [ilgrim 
Hospital, Imperial Library, Famine Fund, Orissa 
Amalgamation cte. are too many to be mentioned. 
In -recognition of his. public spirit, the Government 
decorated him with the Kaisar-i-Hind Gold Medal. 


The Raghunandan Library attached to the Math 
was established in 1921 in memory of the late Mahant 
Raghunandan Ramanuj Das. I[t contains a_ large 
number of books in various languages and the collection 
of rare manuscripts of palm-leaf is a speciality of the 
librarye For the convenience of the rcading public, a 
librarian and a peon have been employed; the library 
remains open from 8 to 11 A.M. and 4 to9 P.Me oxcegt 
on important festivals. Recently on the 2nd August 
1939, His Excellency the most Honorable the Marquis 
of Linlithgow, P, C., Kt, GM.LF, O.B E., B L,, 
Viceroy and Governor General of India, during his 
visit to different important towns in Orissa, visited the 
library and received an address there. 


OTHER MATHS AT PURI. 


Uttarparswa, Dakhinparswa, Radhabalvi, Bada 
Akhada, Pampadia, Gangamata, Jagannath Ballav Math, 
Bada Odia Math, Sana Odia Math, Sriram Das Math, 
etc. besides those already mentioned in the vicinjty 
of the Swargadwar. Jagannath Ballav Math used to be 
managed by a Committee. appointed by the District 
Judge of Cuttack under Act XX of 1863 ; after the Orissa 
Hindu Religious Endowment Act of 1939 was passed, 
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its management has been entrusted to three trustees 
appointed by the. Commissioner of Endowments. 


THE ODIA MATH. 


The Bada Odia Math being associated with che life 
of the most popular poet Sree Jagannath Das needs 2 
special reference. 


Vaisnavism in Orissa was not a new cult introduced 
by Sree Chaitanya ; all that the great saint did was to 
‘give ita new shape and a catholic basis. Sankaracharyya 
Ramanuj and Kabir, che great apostles of Hindustan 
were precursors of Sree Chaitanya and visited Orissa 
several centuries before Sree Chaitanya’s visit. In the 
sixteenth century Sree Chaitanya only .elucidated the 
principles preached by them. The equality of men 
before his creator irrespective of caste, creed and status 
was the fundamental basis of their teachings. Sree 
Chaitanya visited Orissa at a time when Brahminical 
oppression had clouded the religious atmosphere. Nimai 
as he was known in his: younger days, was born in 
Nabadwip in the District of Nadia (in Bengal). His 
father was an Odiya Brahman by biith and originally 
a resident of Yajpur. Having incurred the displeasure 
of Raja Kapilendra Dev, he left.for Sylhet and acquired 
domicile in Bengal. 


Vasudev Sarbabhauma, the learned scholar in 
theology in the court of Raja Prataprudra requested 


Sree Chaitanya during his iaurney te Southern India to 
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make acquaintance with Rai Ramananda, then 
Governor of Raja of Orissa in southern territories. Rai 
Ramananda was the son of Bhabananda, an Odiya 
Karan of the District of Puri. One day while he was 
taking hts bath in the Godavari, he met Sree Chaitanya 
and was soon attracted towards him and became initiated. 
With his influence Raja Prataprudra was _ initiated 
in Chaitanya’s principles. Prataprudra did all within 
his powers to facilitate his new teacher's journey in 
Orissa; under the supervision af two of his principal 
officers Harichandan and Mangaraj, many rest houses 
were built, wells and tanks were excavated on the route. 
from Puri. Chaitanya crossed the river Kathjuri at 
Satichoura and halted at Mahamadia Bazar in the town 
of Cuttack, where Sree Chaitanya-temple was erected by 
Raja Prataprudra Dev. Near Gadagadia Ghat on the 
southern bank of the Mahanadi ac Cuttack, two foot 
prints, are attributed to Sree Chaitanya. His visit. 
ceremonial bath, and performance of Sankirtan arte 
annually celebrated there on the full moon night in the 
roonth of Kartik. 


SREE JAGANNATH DAS & SREE BALARAM DAS. 


Chaitanya’s task: had been made easier by Jagannath 
Das, Balaram Das and other Vaishnab poets of the age 
Brahman priests considered Sanskrit—the language of 
the divine beings—the only suitable medium for imparting 
religious instructions, Jagannath Das and others proved 
the hollowness of this view. The biographieul account 
of Jagannath Das, who wee the author of Sreemat Bhava- 
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bat, Ramayan, Mahabharat and other works in simple 
Oriya verse, is to be found in the Jagannath Charita- 
mruta composed by Dibakar Das. Sree Chaitanya met 
Jagannath Das near Bata Ganesh in the Jagannath Temple 
compound and became attached to him. Some of the 
Goudiya Vaishnabs, with their narrow vision, did not 
appreciate it and left the company of Sree Chaitanya. 


Jagannath Das was the son of Bhagaban Das and 
Padmaclevi of Kapileswarpur Sasan in the District of Puri. 
His mother was insulted by a Puran reader in the Temple, 
as owing to poverty she could offer no remuneration to 
the former. This incident induced the poet to compose 
Bhagabat, Mahabharat etc. in Oriya for his mother's 
benefit, Hewasa favourite disciple of Sree Chaitanya 
and the founder of Atibadi sect of Waishnabs and of 
the Odia Math. 


The list of different Maths in different Sahis of the 


Puri towne 


BAL! SAHI 


1. Bali Math or Sankaracharya Math 
2. Sankarananda Math 
3, Gapaltirth Math 
4. Sivtirth Math 
5. Kavir Math or Kavir Choura 
6. Bidur Math 
7. Bauli Math or Nanak Choura 
8. Swargadwar Math or Swargadwar Chhata 
9. Badatarala Math 
10. Santarala Math 
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Ll. Venkatachari Math 

12. Giri Swami Math 

13, Sidhha Bakul Math 

14. Radhakanta Math 

15. Ganga Mata Math 

16. Haridakhandi Math 

17. Samadhi Math 

18. Badajhadu Math 

19. Sanajhadu Math 

20. Sriram Das Math or Bada Math 
21. Kousalya Das Math 

22, Raghab Das Math 

23 Lunia Choudhury Math 
24. Panjabi Math 

25. Jeypore Math 

26. Chikiti Math 


GOUD BAD SAHI 


27. Sata Lahadi Math 

28. Sata Asana Math 

29. Purusottam Math 

30. Haridas Math 

31. Tota Gopinath Math 
32. Suna Goswami Math 


BASELI SAHI 
33. Bada Odia Math 
34. San Odia Math 
35 Khajuria Math 
36. Kimbhiria Math 
37, Hati Gueudeb Math 
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HARACHANDI SAHI 


38. Mahiprakash Math 

39. Naga Math 

40. Surangi Math 

41. Poda Math 

42, Dukhishyam: Baba Matn 
43. Phalahari Math 


MARKANDESWAR SAHI 


44, Bade Santha Math 
45. Sana Santha Math 
46. Nandini Math 

47. Kataki Math 

48. Kanas Math 

49, Kalitilak Math 

50. Krupasamudra Math 
51. Bali Math 

52: Trimali Math 

53. Uttarparswa Math 
54. Sana Chhata Math: 
55. Bada Akhada Math 
56. Papedia Math 

57. Languli Math 

58- Torani Chhatra Math 


CHUDANGA SAHI 


59. Ramaji Math 
60, Bisakha Math 
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61. Bada Chhata Math 

62 Bada Math 

63. Jojeram Math 

64. Mahabiria Math 

65. Khandipada Math 
66 Maniram Math 

67. Rima\Chhatra;, 

68. Jayapore House 

69. Rani Math or Kendujhar Math 
70. Chhaunichhatra Math 
71. Putia Rani Math 

72» Nimakhada Math 

73 Hati Akhada Math 

74 Bagh Akhada Math 

75. Nirbani Akhada Math FS 
76. Salbeg Math 

77. Kadalipatuka Matt: 

78. Dasabatar Math 

79 Jagannath Ballav Math 
80. Khanki Akhada Math 
81. Kapedia Math 

82. Chhauni Math 


KUNDHEIBENT SAHI 


83. Sisu Math 

84. Chakra Tirth or Pandit Math 
55. Nua Math 

86. Sundardas Math 
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87. 
88. 
89. 


7? 


Ghutnusar Math 
Dayvara Math 
Varati Math 


90, Patara Math 


91. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99, 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
1C4. 
105. 


106. 
107. 


Nandimata Math 
Puransabha Math 
Labanikhia Math 
Rajagutu Math 
Gandharba Math 
Paramananda Das Math 
Nidhi Das Math 
Bali Babaji Math 
Fala Ahari Math 
Chaulia Math 
Balagandi Math 
Khelora Math’ 
Brahmachari Math 
Suna Gourang Math 


Ahalya Math 

DOLA MANDAP SAHI 
Radhaballav Math 
Koth Bhog Math 


108. Dampada Math 
109. Haladia Math 


110. 


111. 


112. 
113. 


114, 


Jhanjipita. Math 
Sidhha Math 
Neual Das Math 
Angira Math 
MATI MANDAP SAFI 
Albdhut Math. 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


48 Puri 
KALIKA DEBI SAHI 


i15. Embar Math 
116. Narasingha Achari Math 
117. Mangu Math 


These Maths belong to one sect or another according 
as they accept a particular saint as the originator of the 
sect. Some are followers of Sankaracharyya, some of 
Ramanuj, some of Ramanand, some of Nanak and some 
of Chaitanya, and so on. Of the Maths cnume- 
rated above, there are branches which are not so 
prominent as the main Maths. 


23. The Pandas. 


No account of Puri will be complete without a 
reference to the Pandas. There arc thirtysix different 
classes of servants in the Temple, with their assigned 
duties, and they have their different designations, such as 
Badus, Khuntias, Mckaps, Badapanda etc. They are 
often charged with the accusation that they are oppressive 
to pilgrims for fleecing them of money, but it can be 
confidently said that the Pandas of Puri are less 
oppressive and more polite in manners than those of any 
other temples in India, The pilgrims are the only source 
ef their living, and necessarily they expect a good reward 
from them for.the services rendered ; it is certain that in 
Puri for pilgrims from distant parts of {India, they are a 
set of most useful people. They maintain regular records 
of their clients Ifa century ago some one from any 
distant corner of India came to visit Puri and utilised 
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the services of a Panda’s great-prandfather, during the 
recent visit of the descendants of that pilgrim, the Panda 
with reference to his books will convince the visitor 
that he is his hereditary client. The Panda:takes parti- 
cular care for the comforts of his client and takes him 
round the different shrines and places of interest. 
Besides the small commission on the Mahaprasad supplied 
and small payments in different temples, the most 
important source of his income is Atika Bandha. At the 
end of his visit to different shrines, the pilgrim is taken 
to Vaikuntha ( Heaven) in the Temple compound and 
there moral pressure is put on him to make a permanent 
arrangement to provide for offerings to the deity, to be 
utilised for feeding Brahmans and beggars. The amount 
varies from Rs. 5/- to thousands, it being deposited 
with the Panda. Sometimes the pilgrims having no 
cash to pay, make promises and such debts are often 
paid. But the Pandas, though they make a_ good 
income, often spend or misspend the amount in luxury. 


They depute their agents, who are either Brahmans, 
Goalas, or Barbers, with Mahaprasad ( Sacred food ) to 
different parts of India. The agents visiting towns and 
villages pursuasively appaal to the religious sentiments of 
the people, and especially to widows and old men. 
Hurried consulations follow in the family and in the 
neighbourhood ; funds are gathered for journey. A skort 
time before the festivals, the party, females predomima- 
ting, start on their journey. 


The pilgrims include Oriyas, Bengalis, Guzraties, 
Marwaries, Panjabies, Marhattas, Telugus, though the 
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majority are poor. Sometimes these indigent pilgrims 
travel without tickets and are prosecuted before comple- 
tion, of their journey. The Railway authorities 
make so much income from rich pilgrims to Puri ought 
to make a concession to such indigent passengers. They 
should set apart one day in the week for such passengers, 
limiting the time and number for issue of free passes to 
those who produce cettificates of poverty freir 
responsible officers: 


The difficulties of housing and feeding these multi- 
tudes can easily be imagined, and if the Panda puts a 
little moral pressure, after all the trouble he takes, the 
charge of extortion against him is hardly justified. 


The earliest record of the pilgrimage to Jagannath 
shows that at least about 800 years ago (in 1137 A.D.) 
a pilgrim who came to Puri, went to the sea-shore and 
gave away all his wealth for the deity. Throughout 
these centuries the magnificence of the Temple, with 
its elaborate rituals, the liberal royal patronage it enjoyed, 
the development of Vaishnavism, and the catholicity 
of worship it included, all have combined in attracting 
attention to Jagannath ; and year after year a steady stream.’ 
of pilgrims has flowed to the Temple by the sea in:spite of 
the great difficulties of the journey. Nothing, however has 
stimulated pilgrimage so much as the organized system 
of pilgrim guides. The Pandas and Pariharies of the 
Temple have divided among themselves the whole of 
India, each having their allotted circles, in which they 
claim to possess a menopoly of pilgtims, 
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The perils of the journey seventy years azo have been 
vividly described by Sir W. W. Hunter. “The great 
‘spiritual army marched hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of miles along burning road, across un- 
bridged rivers, and through pestilent regions of jungles 
and swamps, Those who kept to the road had spent 
their strength long beforethe holy city was reached. 
The sturdy women of Hindustan braved it out and 
sang songs till they dropped ; but the ‘weaker females of 
Bengal limpad piteously along with bleeding feet in 
silence, broken only by deep sighs and an occasional 
sob. Many a sickly girl died upon the road; and by the 
time they reached Puri, the whole party had their feet 
bound up in rags, plastered with dirt and blood. Some 
pilgrims may still be seen measuring their length: 
prostrate along the roads, all the way from their homes, 
even for scores of miles.” The peril of the journey can 
also be gathered from the biographical account of Sree 
Chaitanya ( Chaitanya Charitamruta ) and from Kadcha 
(Sonnets ) of poet Gavind Das. 


24, Madala Panji (Temple Chronicle). 


Madala Panji is maintained inthe Temple of Lord 
Jagannath since the time of Raja Ananta Varman Chola 
Ganga Dev who probably reigned in Orissa between 
1042 and 1112 A.D. The Ganga Kings ruled in Orissa 
for about four centuries, a period fertile in great names 
and events of importance and which formed the most 
brilliant and interesting chapter in the history of Orissa. 
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Bajrahasta V assumed the title of Trikalingadhipati 
having extended his territory of Kalinga, Kongada and 
Utkal after the decline of the Kesari dynasty. Anant 
Varman Chola Ganga was the sonof Rajraj Dev I, 
who had married Raj Sundari, a daughter of Rajendra 
Choja Il of Vengi. In order to perpetuate his mother’s 
connection he added the title Chola to hisname. In 
popular parlance he js called Chola Ganga, or Chudaganga 
or Chora Ganga or Chudanga. His name is associa- 
ted with Chudanga Sahi in the town of Puri. Chudanga 
Daha (Tank) in Patia, Sarang or Chodanga Garh on 
the south bank of the river Kathjuri and the Gangeswar 
temple in Yajpur. It was he, who. first thought of main- 
taining a record in the Temple of Jagannath, known as 
Madala Panji. On the 25th day of the month of Aswin 
( 10th day of the bright fortnight ) in the first year of his 
reign, he assembled all his important officers at Puri, 
namely, Bada Parichha ( Chief Superintendent ), four 
other Parichhas, Bhog Bisoi ( officcr in charge of the 
department of offerings to the deity ), Naik, Samanta, 
Deula Karan, Baithi Karan, Chhamu Karan, Beheran 
Karan, ‘Changada Karan and Chaula Bachha Karan 
(different officers who supervised the different Depart- 
ments in the Temple) and passed the following 
orders :=— 


THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 


Cig. . . 
Since today, from day to day, during the reign of 
the Maharaja and during the reign of his sons, grandsons 
and descendants, a record will be maintained to‘note 
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the births and deatlis occurring in the Raj family and of 
other important events in the Temple and in the 
territory of the Maharaja. The!writers are charged to 
record them faithfully and any dereliction ftom such 
duty will be punished by the removal of them and their 
descendants from the Temple. The Chhamukaran 
( Chief writer ) shall collect information from Bidanasi 
and will place it before the writers at Puri. The writers 
will be given their remuneration by Bada  Parichha 
(Chief Superintendent ). The Beheran Karan shall 
scrutinize the information and record them properly. 
The “Pothi’ (record) shall be kept with the store- 
keeper. In the Panji the details of rituals performed in: 
the Temple, the daily and periodical festivals, the duties 
and their performance by the respective servants 
( Sewaks } in the Temple shall also be recorded. Persons 
in charge of the Panji shall get cheir remuneration from 
the Temple in the shape of Khei ( food ) supplied out of 
the Bhog. Tadau Karan shall keep the Panjis with care 
and will also receive Khei for such service. The Deul 
Karan’shall look after the daily worship in the Temple 
and shall record the same in the Panji. Whoever shall 
act contrary to this order of the Maharaja, shall be guilty 
before Bada Thakur. This work shall be considered as 
one of great importance and faithful discharge of duties 
shall be rewarded on the day of ‘Sunia’.” 

Besides being a record of important events since 
the time of Rajs Ananta Varman Chola Ganga’ Dev, it 
contains a summary of events which occurred during the 


time of his predecessors since the time of the Rajas of 
the Kesari Dynasty. 
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The Madala Panji is a document of considerable value 
for scholars intending to collect materials for the history 
of Orissa and the Oriya language and literature. It is 
difficult to say as to why it has been so named. Some 
scholars opine that due to its shape being like that of 
a ‘Mardala’ (a small wooden drum) it has been so 
named. The usual mode of preserving palm leaf 
recotds is to bind them into bundles in a round 
shape, 


The Tadau Karan and Deul Karan were respectively 
in charge of different Panjis. Professor Arta Ballav 
Mahanty has collected a few pages from both of them to; 
point out the discrepancy and similarity in the two. The 
discrepancy is only in relation to certain dates and 
minor events. It is probably due to the peculiar mode 
of calculation of the era used by the different Rajas of 
Orissa. Each of the Rajas of Orissa used an eraof his 
own known as Anka. In calculating the Ankas certain 
figures having ‘0’ or ‘6’ are omitted, e.g. 0, 6, 10, 16, 20, 
26, 30, 36, etc. are considered inauspisious and arc 
omitted. 


The writers of the Panjis used most clegnant and 
beautiful stylé in recording chronological events of 
importance. They are very clear in their expression and 
enumeration of details. 


From extracts from the Panji, we gather information 


about (i) the history of Orissa, (ii) chronological 
accounts of important events in the Puri Temple, and 
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(iii) above all the beautiful and colloquial style of 
Oriya prose writing. From the Madala Panji we have 
discovered the shape of Oriya letters upto the time of 
Janmejoya Dev and also the different symbols used in 
the seal of different Rajas of Orissa. 


The descendants of the Karans who were originally 
charged with the duty of writing and preserving tic 
Madala Panjis, did not realise their historical 
linguistic and literary importance and allowed the 
bundles either to supply food to insects or to be usecl 
us materials for preparation of toys. Research scholars 
of history do not get complete materials from the 
bundles now available. 


25. Accommodation for visitors. 


Formerly the Pandas used to house their clicnts in 
their respective houses situated in the most insanitary 
quarters of the town, and the inevitable result was the 
prevalence of cholera and other epidemics, not only in 
Puri but had their quick march to other parts of Orissa. 


(a2) DHARMASALAS. 


The difficulty of accommodation has been solved to 
some extent by the two Dharmasalas on the main road 
(Bada Danda.). One was established by Ramchandra 
Goenka and another by Rai Bahadur Hazarimal Dood- 
wala of Calcutte, The arrangement of the latter is 
excellent. It has its water engine for suficient supply of 
water, light and other sanitary arrangements. Besicles 
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accomimedation for a large number of visitors, the 
founder distributes to the indigent pilgrims, a large 
quantity of fried grams in the morning and sacred 
food ( Mahaprasad ) ai noon every day. Superintendent 
Srijukta  Shymlal Gupta took keen interest in the 
management of the institution and looked after every 
visitor. He was the right manin the right place. It is 
kcped his successor will prove worthy of the position. 


(b) HINDU HOTELS. 


On the Sea beach and in the town there are many 
Hindu ‘hotels which can accommodate some: 


{c) BENGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY HOTEL, 


In 1923 the Bengal Nagpur Railway Hotel, under 
the management of the Company, was opened on the 
most modern lines; necessary extension was made in 
1933; it is situated on the beach and affords the visitor 
sprertunities to spend holidays in excellent surroundings. 
it has arrangements of various kinds of sports and 
pastimes, and provides for all amenities of a first class 
hotel. Itis a generally occupied by visitors accustomed 
to European mode of living. 


(d} LODGING HOUSES 
The Pari J.oding House Act LV of 1871 was assed 
in the Bengal Council and the assent of the Governor 


Generul was given in 1871. In 1900 the amending Act 
providing further safeguards for sanitary arrangement? 
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was passed. Under the provisions of the Act, no house 
can be used as a lodging house for pilgrims without a 
license ftom the Civil Surgeon. The houses are inspected 
by the Health Officer of the Municipality who has to 
testi#; vo their suitability,sanitary condition and number of 
aacommodations etc.; penalties are provided for violetion 
of any of the conditions in the license. There has been 
considerable improvements since the introduetion of 
the Act. 


26, Puri water works, 


The clifficulties of drinking water vere immense at 
Puri The few tanks ata distance from the Temple, 
inspite of their facilities for bathing water, never solved 
the question of getting drinking water or even a drop 
to wash hand after taking Mahaprasad. Yhe Puri 
Water Works commenced supply of drinking 
water in 1935, About twelve lakhs of rupees has been 
spent on it. It has six tube wells each worked by 12 
B.H.P. Oil Engine Pumps and normally 4 to 5 Engines 
work daily and the present supply of water to the town 
daily is 3,30,000 gallons. The money was financed by 
B & O Government from the terminal tax collacteg 
on railway tickets. | 


Before 1915 ravages of cholera and other epidemics 
in places of pilgrimage like Puri and Gaya were terrible 
and the Government of India appointed the Indian 
Pilgrims Committee to devise ways and means to StOp 
the great annual toll on pilgrims through these epidemies, 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


88 Puri 


That Committee recommended levy of terminal tax on 
all passenger traffics to Gaya and Puri and wanted the 
fund to be utilised for proper water supply and drainage 
schemes. The water works has been working these few 
years but the drainage scheme has not yet been surveyed 
dueto the apathy of the former Government of Bihar 
and’ Orissa, though the terminal taxes ate being accumu- 
lated from year to year. Good water supply has-stopped 
the ravages of cholera in Puri and the Cholera Hospital 
at Puri is always empty and it is now proposed by the 
‘Government -of Orissa to locate the Pilgrims Hospital 
there from April 1941. 


The Puri water works was managed by the Govern- 
ment until last year but now itis managed by represen- 
tatives of the people and of the Government 
the Joint Water Works Committee. The vital statistics 
have -admirably improved, though lack of a proper 
drainage scheme and the resultant water logging due to 
water supply has resulted in spread of malaria. 
Water pipes have now been taken te lodging houses and 
private residence. 


27. The Puri Electric Supply. 


During the time of Raja Mukunda Dev, the Temple 
was always dark. The present Raja, Gajapati 
Maharaj Sree Ramchandra Dev inspite of serious 
oppositions of the Pandas, based on false notions of 
religious sanctity, provided electric lights in the Temple 
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compound and minor Temples, in Jagannath’s Jaga- 
mohan and Bhogmandap, but the opposition was so 
adament that electric lights could not be fixed inside the 
main femple. This arrangement dispelled darkness to 
@ great extent. 


Mahanta Maharaj of Embar Math had his own 
electric arrangement since a longtime. But now by 
the opening of the Puri Electric Supply Company [.td., 
supplies electric light to the town of Puri.. On the 
7th March 1939, the foundation stone of the: Power 
Foust was laid by Sir Pratap Chandra Bhanja Deo, Kt., 
Ruler of Mayurbhanj. On the 27th April 1940 the 
Wlectric installation ceremony was performed by His 
Excellency Sir John Austen Hubback, K.C.S.E, 1.CS., 
Governor of Orissa accompanied by Lady Hubback 
who unveiled the tabler recording the opening 
caremony. 
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APPENDIX 


Chemicals used for softening stones, 


In apalm leaf manuscript called Silpa Chandrika 
in Oriya it is stated that the juice of the following 
fruits and leaves were used in softening the stones 
in order to engrave fine arts on them— 

Bacha (aq)—a kind of root used for medicinal] 
purposes. 

Ainla (aaten)—Bellic myrobalam ; phylauthos 
embelica. 

Parada (arce)=—Mercury 

Koilakharasa (aTeaeaita)—Juice of a plant 
known as Koilakha. 

Bidangarasa (faga t@) —-Juice of a plant Bidangs 

Katuki leaves (@zfar aa)—Juice of a- kind of 
medicinal tree. 

Sivalinga fruit (fyafaa ae)—dJuice of a kind of 
fruit looking like Sivalinga. 

Kancha Samuka waraat ( aat )—Fresh oyster 
shells. 
aq oa a aegis alsa afar aarie, 
fae teafitaa maz frafein we | 
HA UA aac wea afca daa, 
agi cat fame = gat at Gade | 
Tat Aa VT afafa st aarea 

( fre afezart ) 
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